
FULL SCORE 
 
 

 

Air, We Need You 
(#4 from Midnight Sun Songs) 

 
for youth choir 
and piano trio 

 
 

words and melodies by 
Sage Dimsdale, Leesha Setzer, 

Simone Hipfner, and Ariah Thomas 
 

music and arrangement by  
Jeffrey Ryan 

 
commissioned by 

Northern Arts and Cultural Centre 
and the Gryphon Trio 



Programme Note: 
 
For the 2014/15 season, the Gryphon Trio partnered with the Northern Arts and Cultural 
Centre for a far-reaching instalment of the Trio's Listen Up! project. Students in six 
communities throughout Canada's Northwest Territories wrote poetry around the theme 
of The Elements, then worked with composers Jeffrey Ryan and Carmen Braden to 
develop melodies for their poetry. These melodies became the source material for 
Midnight Sun Songs, a collection of six songs for youth choir and piano trio composed 
and arranged by Jeffrey Ryan. Midnight Sun Songs received its world premiere in May 
2015 at Yellowknife's Northern Arts and Cultural Centre, performed by a 70-voice youth 
choir comprised of students from the six participating communities, accompanied by the 
Gryphon Trio and conducted by Rob Kapilow. 
 
Air, We Need You is the fourth song of the collection, and explores the idea of Air 
through our dependence on it for life but also through the sensations it gives us. 
 
Performance Note: 
 
Air, We Need You may be performed separately, or in combination with any or all of the 
other Midnight Sun Songs. 
 
 

 
AIR, WE NEED YOU 

 
Air, we need you 
So we can breathe and live 
We are nothing without you 
We all take what you give 
 
Feel the wind in your hair 
Hear the wind and I don't care 
You see the wind and I say "Where?" 
Taste the wind over there 
 
Swoosh, swoosh, goes the wind 
Through my air and on my skin 
Touches the sky like a bird 
With a comforting feeling on its wings 
 
Air we need you 
So we can breathe and live 
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(#4 from Midnight Sun Songs)

music and arrangement by
Jeffrey Ryan
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