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ALEX CROSS (14A)

MOVIEDOME  12:50, 3:55, 6:50, 9:50

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (PG)

CANYON MEADOWS  12:45, 7:05

ARGO (14A)

CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 4:40, 7:35, 10:40; 
SAT-SUN 1:40, 4:30, 10:15; SAT-MON, THU 
7:20; MON 1:20, 4:15, 10:05; TUE 7:10; WED 
7:30, 10:15; TUE, THU 10:10; STAR & STROLL-
ERS SCREENING WED 1
CROWFOOT CROSSING  1:45, 4:55, 7:45; 
FRI-SUN, TUE 10:35; SAT 11:05; MON, WED-
THU 10:30
EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 7:20, 10:20; 
SAT-SUN 12:50, 4:10; MON-THU 6:20, 9:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 10:05
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:50, 6:50, 9:55; FRI-
MON 12:55
PARK PLACE  6:35, 9:20; FRI-MON 1:10, 3:50
ROXY THEATRE  6:55; FRI-WED 9:20; SAT-
MON 12:55, 3:20
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  1:15, 
4:25, 7:20, 10:10
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  1, 7:10; FRI-SUN  
4:05; FRI-MON, WED-THU 10:15; MON-THU  
4:25; TUE 10:20
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 1:05, 3:55, 6:50, 
9:35; MON-THU 5:50, 8:35

THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL (PG)

CANYON MEADOWS  1:05, 3:50, 7:20, 9:55P

THE BOURNE LEGACY (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  1, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40
MOVIEDOME  12:40, 3:35, 6:45, 9:35

BRAVE (G)

CANYON MEADOWS  1:30, 4:15, 7:15
MOVIEDOME  1:05, 3:40, 7:15, 9:55

CLOUD ATLAS (14A)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  7:30; SAT-MON 
1, 4:10
CROWFOOT CROSSING  4:40, 8:15; FRI-SUN, 
TUE 1:05; MON, WED-THU 12:55
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  12:10, 4, 7:50
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:30, 8
LUX THEATRE  6:45, 9:45; SAT-MON 12:30, 
3:30
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  FRI 1:30, 
5, 8:30; SAT-THU 1; SAT, MON-TUE 4:30, 8; 
SUN 5:15, 9; WED 4:30, 8:15; THU 6:15, 10
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  2:30; FRI-SUN 6:40, 
10:20; MON, WED-THU 6:20; MON-THU 10; 
TUE 6:15
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 12:35, 4:10, 7:50; 
MON-THU 5:10, 8:40

COLDPLAY LIVE 2012 (STC)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  WED 7:15

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  12:50, 4:10, 8

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: DOG DAYS (G)

CANYON MEADOWS  12:55, 4:10, 7:10

DREDD (18A)

CANYON MEADOWS  10:05

THE EXPENDABLES 2 (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  1:15, 4:05, 6:55, 9:55
MOVIEDOME  1, 3:30, 7:05, 10:05

FLIGHT (18A)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  6:55, 10:10; FRI-
SUN, TUE 12:40, 3:50; MON, THU 12:25, 3:45; 
WED 3:55; STAR & STROLLERS SCREENING 
WED 1
EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 6:50, 10; 
SAT-SUN 12:20, 3:30; MON-THU 5:50, 9:10
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  12, 3:20, 6:45, 10:15
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  4, 7:20, 10:20; FRI-MON 
12:35; REEL BABIES WED 1
PARK PLACE  6:50, 9:50; FRI-MON 12:40, 
3:45
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  10:10; 
FRI-WED 12:35, 3:40; FRI-TUE, THU 7:05;   
WED 6:50; THU 12:15, 3:20
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  3:55, 7, 10:10; 
FRI-TUE, THU 12:50; STAR & STROLLERS 
SCREENING WED 1
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 12:10, 3:20, 6:55, 
10:05; MON-THU 6, 9

FRED WON’T MOVE OUT (STC)

GLOBE CINEMA  7:10, 9; SAT-SUN 1:10, 3:20; 

MON 4:20 

FUN SIZE (PG)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  7:10; SAT-MON 
1:40, 3:30
LUX THEATRE  7:10; FRI-WED 9:40; SAT-
MON 1:10, 3:40
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-MON 2

HERE COMES THE BOOM (PG)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  7:20, 9:40; SAT-
MON 1:20, 3:20
CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 4:15, 7:25, 10:10; 
SAT-SUN 12:30, 3, 5:30, 8:10, 10:40; MON 1, 
4, 6:50; TUE 6:30; MON-TUE 9:20; WED 7:10, 
9:40; THU 6:40
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  FRI-MON 1:20; FRI-TUE 
3:50, 7:05, 9:45
PARK PLACE  FRI, SUN-MON 12:25; FRI-MON 
5:10; FRI-SAT, MON 2:50;  FRI-TUE 7:40; FRI-
WED 10; THU 6:40

HOPE SPRINGS (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  3:45, 10

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA (PG)

CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI, MON 3:45; SAT-SUN 
12:40, 3:05; MON 12:50
CROWFOOT CROSSING  3; FRI-SUN, TUE 
12:35; MON, WED-THU 12:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  12:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  7:30; FRI-MON 1
PARK PLACE  FRI-MON 12:50, 3:10
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  3:15; FRI, 
SUN-THU 12:55; SAT 11:45
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 12:30, 2:50; 
MON-THU 12:35, 2:55
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 12:45

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3D (PG)

CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 7, 9:40; SAT-SUN 
5:20, 7:40, 9:55; MON-TUE 7:30; MON 9:45; 
TUE 9:50; WED 6:50, 9:10; THU 6:30, 9:20
CROWFOOT CROSSING  5:15, 7:30, 9:45
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  3:15, 6:20; FRI-TUE 9:40
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:20, 9:40
PARK PLACE  7:30; FRI-MON 5:20; FRI-TUE, 
THU 9:45
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  5:30, 
7:40, 10:05
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 5:10, 7:35; 
MON 7:30; TUE 7:15; FRI-WED 10:05; WED-
THU 7:25
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 3:10, 6:30, 9:20; 
MON-WED 5:25, 7:45

HOUSE AT THE END OF THE STREET (14A)

MOVIEDOME  12:45, 3:35, 6:55, 9:40

ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT (G)

CANYON MEADOWS  1, 3:40, 7
MOVIEDOME  12:55, 3:45, 6:40, 9:25

JAB TAK HAI JAAN (STC)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  WED-THU 2:45, 6:15, 
9:25
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  TUE-THU 12:55, 
4:40; TUE 9:40; WED-THU 8:30

THE LAST REEF (STC)

TELUS SPARK  FRI-SUN 11 AM; MON-THU 3

LAWLESS (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  9:55

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA (STC)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  SUN 12:30; WED 
6:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  SUN 12:30; WED 6:30
PARK PLACE  SUN 12:30; WED 6:30
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  SUN 
12:30; WED 6:30

LOOPER (14A)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  FRI, TUE 1:35; FRI-
SAT, TUE, 4:20; FRI-TUE 7:05; FRI-WED  9:50; 
MON, WED-THU 12, 2:45; THU 10:30
EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 7:10, 9:50; 
SAT-SUN 12:40, 4:20; MON-TUE 8:50; TUE 6; 
WED 9:45
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  FRI-MON 12:50; FRI-TUE, 
THU 3:55; FRI-TUE 7:10; FRI-WED 10:10
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  12:45; 
FRI-WED 3:55; FRI-TUE 9:50; FRI-TUE, THU 
6:55; WED 9:40; THU 3:30

LUV SHUV TEY CHICKEN KHURANA (PG)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  FRI-TUE 2:45, 6:15, 9:25
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI, SUN 12:40; FRI-
SUN 3:50, 7:05, 10:25; MON 1:15, 4:35, 7:45

THE MAN WITH THE IRON FISTS (18A)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  3:10, 5:30, 8:05, 

10:25; FRI, SUN-THU 12:45; SAT 1:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  1:45, 4:20, 7:40, 10:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:25, 7:35, 10; FRI-MON 
1:10
PARK PLACE  7:10, 9:35; FRI-MON 12:50, 
2:55, 5
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  1:05, 
5:55, 10:40; FRI-WED 3:30, 8:15; THU 3:35, 
8:10
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 1:50, 4:15; 
FRI-SUN, TUE 7:55; FRI-MON 10:15; MON 
7:50; MON-THU 2:05, 4:30; TUE-THU 10:25; 
WED-THU 8
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 1:20, 4:20, 7:25, 
9:45; MON-THU 5:20, 7:35

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
THE TEMPEST LIVE (STC)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  SAT 10:55 AM
LUX THEATRE  SAT 11 AM
PARK PLACE  SAT 10:55 AM
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  SAT 
10:55 AM
WESTHILLS 10  SAT 10:55 AM

MIDNIGHT’S CHILDREN (14A)

WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 12:25, 3:40, 7, 10:15; 
MON-THU 5:15, 8:30

THE ORANGES (14A)

PLAZA THEATRE  FRI, WED-THU 9:15; SAT-
SUN 3, 5; SAT-TUE 7, 9

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 4 (14A)

CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 5:15, 7:55, 10:15; 
SAT-SUN 1, 3:20, 5:40, 8, 10:20; MON 1:30, 
4:30, 7:10, 10; TUE-WED 7:20; TUE 9:40; 
WED 9:50; THU 7:30, 9:45
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  FRI, SUN-TUE 1:30; FRI, 
SUN-WED 3:50, FRI-TUE 7:30
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  4:05, 6:55, 9:30; FRI-
MON 1:25
PARK PLACE  7:50, 10:10; FRI, SUN-MON 
1; FRI-SAT, MON 3:20; FRI-MON 5:30; SAT 
12:20; SUN 3
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  1:45, 
4; FRI-TUE 6:15, 8:30; FRI-TUE, THU 10:45; 
WED 7:15
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 4:45, 7:20, 
9:50; MON 4:30, 7:25, 10:20

PARANORMAN (PG)

CANYON MEADOWS  1:20, 4, 7:25
MOVIEDOME  1:10, 4:05

PITCH PERFECT (PG)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  1:50, 4:25; FRI-SUN, 
TUE 7, 9:35; SAT 11:15; MON, WED 7:10, 9:40; 
THU 10:15
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  FRI-WED 9:50
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  FRI-MON 12:40; FRI-
WED 3:40, 6:40, 9:25; THU 3:40, 9:45
PARK PLACE  6:50, 9:25; FRI-SAT, MON 1:20; 
FRI-MON 4:15
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  12:25, 
2:50, 5:15, 7:40, 10:05

PLANETARIUM SHOW (STC)

TELUS SPARK  12, 2

RESIDENT EVIL: RETRIBUTION (14A)

CANYON MEADOWS  9:50
MOVIEDOME  12:50, 4, 7, 10

SEARCHING FOR SUGAR MAN (STC)

GLOBE CINEMA  7, 9:10; SAT-SUN 1, 3:10; 
MON 4:10

THE SESSIONS (18A)

EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 6:30, 9:30; 
SAT-SUN 1:05, 4; MON-THU 6:35, 9

SEVEN PSYCHOPATHS (18A)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  2:05, 4:50, 7:25; 
FRI-TUE 10; SAT 11:25
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  FRI-TUE, 
THU 2:10, 4:55, 7:45, 10:20; WED 1:15, 3:50, 
10:40
WESTHILLS 10  FRI, SUN 1:10; FRI-SUN 3:45, 
7:45, 10:25; MON-WED 5:45, 8:20

SILENT HILL: REVELATION (18A)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  9:25

SILENT HILL: REVELATION 3D (18A)

SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  6, 8:25, 
10:50
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 1:45, 4:25, 
8:15, 10:45; MON-THU 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:45

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  SAT 11 AM
PARK PLACE  SAT 11 AM

SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  SAT 11 
AM
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  SAT 11 AM

SINISTER (14A)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  FRI-MON 1:10; FRI-TUE 
3:35, 7:40; FRI-WED 10:15
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  10:15; 
FRI, SUN-TUE 2:05; FRI, SUN-WED 4:55, 7:30; 
WED 1:10; THU 1:15, 3:50
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  1:20, 4; FRI-SUN 
7:15, 9:55; MON, WED-THU 7:05; MON-THU 
9:50; TUE 6:55

SKYFALL (14A)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  7, 9:15; SAT-
MON 1:10, 4 
CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 3:30; FRI-SUN 4:05; 
FRI-SUN, TUE 6:45, 7:15, 10, 10:30; SAT-SUN 
12:25, 12:55, 3:35; MON 12:10, 12:40, 3:20, 
3:50; MON, WED-THU 6:30, 7, 10:15; MON, 
WED 9:45; THU 9:30
CROWFOOT CROSSING  11:45, 2:55, 3:35, 
6:15, 6:45, 9:30, 9:55; FRI-SUN, TUE 12:25, 
12:55, 4:05, 7:15, 10:30; MON, WED-THU 
12:10, 12:40, 3:50, 7, 10:15; THU 12:40, 3:50, 
7:10, 10:20
EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 7, 10:10; SAT-
SUN 12:30, 3:40; MON-THU 6:10, 9:20
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  12:15, 12:45, 2, 3:30, 
4:30, 6:30, 7, 8, 10, 10:20
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  2:30, 3:15, 6:15, 6:30, 
9:30, 9:45; FRI-MON 12
LUX THEATRE  6:45, 9:30; SAT-MON 12:45, 
3:30
PARK PLACE  FRI-MON 12:25, 12:55, 3:30, 
4:05; FRI-TUE 6:40, 9:55; FRI-SUN 7:15, 
10:30; MON-THU 7, 10:15; WED-THU 6:30, 
9:40
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  12:10, 
2:30, 3:20, 5:45, 9; FRI-WED 6:30, 9:55; FRI-
SUN, TUE 1:10, 4:20, 7:30; FRI-SUN, TUE, THU 
10:45; MON, WED 12:55, 4:05, 7:15; MON, 
WED-THU 10:30; THU 12:30, 3:40, 6:50
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  1:10; FRI-SUN, TUE 
12, 12:40, 3:10, 3:50, 4:20, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 9:45, 
10:15, 10:45; MON, WED 12:55, 4:05, 7:15, 
10:30; MON, WED-THU 12:30, 3:40, 4:40, 
6:55, 7:55, 10:10; THU 9:45, 6:50
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 12:20, 12:55, 3:30, 
4:05, 6:40, 7:15, 9:55, 10:30; MON-THU 5:05, 
5:40, 8:10, 8:50

SKYFALL: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (14A)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:45, 7, 10:15; FRI-MON 
12:30
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  FRI-SUN, 
TUE-THU 12:40, 3:50, 7, 10:15; MON 12:25, 
3:35, 6:45, 10

SON OF SARDAR (STC)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  WED-THU 3:10, 6:20, 
9:30
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  TUE 10:30; TUE-THU 
12:25, 3:35, 6:40; WED-THU 10:20

STORIES WE TELL (PG)

EAU CLAIRE MARKET  FRI-SUN 6:40, 9:40; 
SAT-SUN 1, 3:50; MON-THU 5:40, 8:40

TAKEN 2 (14A)
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  FRI-SAT, 
MON-WED 2:15; FRI-WED 4:40, 7:15, 9:55
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 1:30, 4:10, 
8:10, 10:40; MON 7:30; MON-THU 12:45, 
3:50; TUE 10:30; TUE-WED 7:35; MON, WED-
THU 10:05

TED (18A)

CANYON MEADOWS  9:40
MOVIEDOME  1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45

TORNADO ALLEY (STC)

TELUS SPARK  1; FRI-SAT 3

TROUBLE WITH THE CURVE (PG)

CANYON MEADOWS  1:10, 3:55, 7, 10
MOVIEDOME  6:45, 9:30

TWELFTH NIGHT - 
ENCORE PRESENTATION (STC)

CROWFOOT CROSSING  THU 7
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  THU 7

THE TWILIGHT SAGA:
 BREAKING DAWN PART 2 (PG)

CROSSIRON MILLS  THU 10
CROWFOOT CROSSING  THU 10
EAU CLAIRE MARKET  THU 10
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  THU 10, 10:15
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  THU 10
LUX THEATRE  THU 10

PARK PLACE  THU 10
ROXY THEATRE  THU 10
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  THU 10
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  THU 10
WESTHILLS 10  THU 10

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: MARATHON (STC)

EMPIRE STUDIO 16  THU 12:30
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  THU 
12:30

WRECK-IT RALPH (G)

COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE  6:45, 8:45; SAT-
MON 1:30, 3:40
CROSSIRON MILLS  SAT-SUN 12:20; MON 
12:30; STAR & STROLLERS SCREENING 
WED 1
CROWFOOT CROSSING  FRI-TUE, THU 11:50; 
STAR & STROLLERS SCREENING WED 1
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  1:15
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:15, 6:45, 9:20; FRI-
MON 12:45
LUX THEATRE  SAT-MON 3:35; THU 9:35
PARK PLACE  FRI-MON 1:45; SAT 11:10
ROXY THEATRE  SAT-MON 3:05
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  12:50, 
3:25
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 12:10; 
MON-TUE, THU 12:40; STAR & STROLLERS 
SCREENING, WED 1
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 1:30

WRECK-IT RALPH 3D (G)

CROSSIRON MILLS  FRI 5, 7:45, 10:25; SAT-
SUN 2:55, 5:30, 8:05, 10:40; MON 3:35, 
6:40, 9:30; TUE 7, 9:40; WED 6:40, 9:20; 
THU 7:10, 9:50
CROWFOOT CROSSING  FRI-TUE, THU 2:25, 
5:05, 7:40, 10:15; WED 3:40, 7:15, 10
EMPIRE STUDIO 10  4:10, 7:20, 10:10
EMPIRE STUDIO 16  3:45, 7:15, 9:45; FRI-
MON 1:15
LUX THEATRE  7:15; FRI-WED 9:35; SAT-
MON 1:15
PARK PLACE  FRI-MON 4:20; FRI-TUE, THU 7, 
9:40; WED 7:20, 9:55
ROXY THEATRE  6:50, 9:05; SAT-MON 12:50
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK  12:20, 
2:55, 5:30, 8:05, 10:40
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM  FRI-SUN 2:45, 5:20, 
8, 10:35; MON-THU 3:45, 7:20, 9:55
WESTHILLS 10  FRI-SUN 4:30, 7:35, 10:10; 
MON-THU 5:30, 8

THEATRES LISTED

CANYON MEADOWS CINEMAS
13226 Macleod Tr.
COCHRANE MOVIE HOUSE
218 5th Ave., Cochrane
CROSSIRON MILLS CINEMA
261055 Crossiron Blvd. , Rocky View
CROWFOOT CROSSING
91 Crowfoot Terrace N.W.
EAU CLAIRE MARKET
200 Barclay Parade
EMPIRE STUDIOS 10
100, 16061 Macleod Tr.
EMPIRE STUDIOS 16 COUNTRY HILLS
388 Country Hills Blvd. N.E.
LUX THEATRE
Centre 229 Bear St., Banff
MOVIEDOME
999 36th St. N.E.
PARK PLACE
501 1st Ave. S, Lethbridge
PLAZA THEATRE
1133 Kensington Rd. N.W.
ROXY THEATRE
121 G Main St., Airdrie
SCOTIABANK THEATRE CHINOOK
6455 Macleod Tr.
SUNRIDGE SPECTRUM
2555 32nd St. N.E.
TELUS SPARK  SCIENCE CENTRE
220 St.George’s Drive N.E.
THE GLOBE CINEMA
617 8th Ave. S.W.
WESTHILLS
165 Stewart Green S.W.   

 MOVIESAT 
THE

Movie listings until November 15.  Calgaryherald.com/movies

Tribute to war sacrifices deeply moving
REVIEW
Afghanistan: Requiem for a 
Generation
Music by Jeffrey Ryan, Libretto by 
Suzanne Steele
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Calgary Philharmonic Chorus,
Cantaré Children’s Choir, conduct-
ed by Roberto Minczuk.

STEPHAN BONFIELD
FOR THE CALGARY HERALD

It was a moving evening of 
tributes to the fallen, remem-
brance of sacrifice, and com-

memoration of the daily grief ex-
perienced for loved ones by those 
left behind. 

The cornerstone work at the 
Calgary Philharmonic’s War 
and Peace Festival featured the 
world premiere of composer Jef-
frey Ryan and librettist Suzanne 
Steele’s emotionally powerful 
Afghanistan: Requiem for a Gen-
eration. 

It is rare to have a commission 
of this magnitude, the largest in 
CPO history. Ryan was supported 
by the Canada Council and Steele, 
chosen as the first o!cial War 
Artist in the Canadian Forces Art-
ist Program, was embedded with 
the 1st Battalion Princess Patri-
cia’s Canadian Light Infantry in 
Afghanistan.

The Requiem intermixed the 
Latin text headers for each move-
ment with Steele’s English poetry, 
and included some French and 
Pashto. Images taken from the 
Afghan missions were projected 
upon two large screens over the 
stage. Ryan o"ered a balanced 
score, with equal opportunity for 
all participants to shine, including 

four vocal soloists and orches-
tra members, with particularly 
outstanding contributions from 
the CPO Chorus and the Cantaré 
Children’s Choir.

The mood of the work swings 
broadly from the meditative to 
the dramatic, and even to the 
operatic. The libretto connects 
personalized imagery taken from 
the soldiers’ minds, always cast-
ing back to the homeland, and this 
in turn is superimposed onto the 
text of the Requiem throughout 
all its movements. Steele’s words 
were often beautiful to hear, rang-

ing from the sublime to the dis-
turbing, and always maintaining 
an intrinsic sense of poetic metre. 
In turn, Ryan breathed a natural 
flexibility and elasticity into the 
poetic phrases, successfully ag-
gregating them into a well-paced 
but coherent, large-scale struc-
ture. The result was a compositely 
clear sense of these soldiers’ lives, 
the hallmark of a collaboratively 
successful musical-poetic narra-
tive arc.

The words always expressed 
the soldiers’ characters in very 
specific, but also richly symbolic 

terms, set in beautifully sonorous 
narrative poetry, but always in a 
freely cast dramatic shape. For ex-
ample, in the Kyrie, (Can you hear 
me?) a soldier in a letter to home 
cries out from the freezing cold 
of the Afghan desert, set against a 
pointillistic hue of quiet orches-
tration and murmuring chorus, 
and is particularly chilling at the 
words ‘it’s raining ice”. 

Tenor Benjamin Butterfield was 
perfect conveying the soldier’s 
yearning for the winter fire of the 
family home. The O"ertorium 
symbolized the agony parents 

experience as they wait and fret 
over the safety of their sons and 
daughters, expressed as a bottom-
less lake (“de profundis lacu”), 
here sung beautifully by contralto 
Rebecca Haas. The chorus “if 
we could give you two days, just 
those two days,” written for the 
soldier who died 48 hours be-
fore his tour of duty was to have 
ended, formed a moving artistic 
centrepiece for this remarkable 
movement that should ensure its 
place as a cornerstone of the Ca-
nadian music repertoire. It ought 
to be played every Remembrance 
Day.

The sublime In Paradisum fea-
tured soloists calling out the lists 
of battles Canadians have fought: 
Ypres, the Somme, and so on, and 
as the movement dissolved into 
a lush choral setting depicting 
fields of flowers, the names of 
our dead scrolled on the screens 
above. While the chorus softly 
called out the words “May the 
chorus of angels conduct you to 
heaven and grant you rest”, the 
last word “Requiem” concluded 
the work on a gorgeous cluster 
chord, as though the soldiers col-
lectively petitioned for eternal 
rest.

Finally, the greatest applause 
from the appreciative audience 
was reserved for the choirs, who, 
in a way, played the role of all 
the soldiers, their families, and 
those of us who remember them. 
Maestro Roberto Minzcuk was 
heartily cheered for his remark-
able e"ort in pulling together this 
excellent compositional essay 
about wartime sacrifice and the 
aftershocks felt long after the last 
soldier has fallen.
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