Jeffrey Ryan
The Art of Declension

Five Grammar Exercises for Orchestra

commissioned by the Windsor Symphony
through the generous assistance of
The Canada Council for the Arts

Qﬁ
QO
\{,;z}
\\
Q <



The Art of Declension

Past Perfect Progressive

S

Pluralia Tantum
Compound-Complex

To Boldly Go

Instrumentation

2 flutes

2 oboes

2 BP clarinets

2 bassoons

4 horns in F

2 trumpets in C

2 tenor trombones

1 bass trombone

timpani

2 perc:
I I
marimba (low A) chimes
vibraphone marimba
glockenspiel pitchpipe (or chromatic ha ica
pitchpipe (or chromatic harmonica) snare drum
chimes (share with II) tambourine
slide whistle bass drum
3 tomtoms (h/m/I) bongo
finger cymbal 3 tomtoms (h/1 identieg! to I)
4 susp. cymbals (high-low) anvil
triangle trian,
chain rattle large tamtam
lion's roar
large tamtam

strings

General performance notes:

Score in C. Total performance time c.
_A

F D note ends with a breath ﬂ inds; no bow change for strings

r give note a slight d‘dynamic stress

gin iately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a quarter note
pening eighth note along with the required duration.

Strings: s.t. = sul\tasto; s.p. = sul ponticello
In the first movement, Past Perfect Progressive, the string parts may be performed by the full section or by a soli
group of 15 players, 4-4-3-2-2.

Other performance notes are given as required in the part.

Programme note:

The Art of Declension was first inspired by a conversation I had with Susan Haig, of the Windsor Symphony, in which
she commented on her experience that Canadians possess generally high levels of good writing skills. Since then, I
have been struck by the many writing transgressions I have noticed in the text of major newspapers, perhaps the most
amazing of which was the hyphenation of edge as “ed-ge.” The movements of The Art of Declension are thus inspired
by a number of “developments” in current English usage.

Past Perfect Progressive is one of myriad tenses used in the English language (“I had been wondering ...”) which
most of us don't consider much anymore, now that English functions mainly in the “present tense” only. It depicts the
passage of language through time. ’s is about possession, and it is inspired by the common confusion (even among
writers who should know better) between ifs, which is possessive in spite of the absence of an apostrophe, and it’s,
which is not possessive but is a contraction of if is. Pluralia Tantum is the official term (as I discovered in The Oxford
Dictionary of English Grammar) for nouns such as pants and scissors, which appear only in the plural. This movement,
scored for a more intimate chamber orchestra, follows the journey of a lonely violin in search of its other half. A
Compound-Complex sentence, according to the Dictionary, has at least two coordinated clauses and at least one
subordinate clause. The line may be fine, but to me that sounds suspiciously like a run-on sentence, which is exactly
what this movement is. The final movement, To Boldly Go, is inspired by the classic split infinitive made acceptable
by Star Trek; but while exploring a certain degree of “interruption,” it recognises that language is a living thing,
constantly evolving, and perhaps we should not be chained by the rules that are drummed into us.

The Art of Declension is also a play on Bach’s Arr of Fugue, and is a series of orchestral studies designed to showcase
the players’ individual and collective talents. As a set, it reflects traditional symphonic elements such as scherzo and

gigue.

The Art of Declension was commissioned by the Windsor Symphony through the generous assistance of The Canada
Council for the Arts. It is dedicated to the Windsor Symphony in honour of its 50th anniversary, and it received its
world premiere performance on May 9, 1998, at Chrysler Theatre in Windsor’s Cleary International Centre, by the
Windsor Symphony, with conductor Susan Haig.
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3. a sudden cutoff on beat 5

(2:35)

2. play very lightly with fingernails, using random chromatic pitches within the indicated range
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1. attack given pitch, then gliss quickly downward (ending pitch unspecified)
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D) decresc. poco a poco

2. Beginning in this measure, pitch accuracy becomes less and less important; the “unison” should gradually break down

3. Continue established pattern up the fingerboard, each pattern slightly higher than the one before
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6. Gliss continuously down full range of instrument over total indicated duration, switching strings as necessary;
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1. a big, audible inhalation of air, because it's not over yet

(inhale for full value to connect with next measure)
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(1:35)

2. a big, audible sigh of relief, as if collapsing exhausted into a chair
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To Boldly Go
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1. For ease of performance, the openings on either side of the Bb can be covered with tape
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3. Damp (as much as possible) with heel of hand

2. Percussion I may stand behind chimes in order to play

this passage (in which case it would require memorisation)
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4. jeté — allow bow to bounce freely for one beat
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5. Change gradually from open to stopped without changing fingering
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