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works with a "progressive" accompaniment (the first
and the third with string quartet). They may be perfo
complete trilogy is performed, they should be present:

After Storm: Total duration ca. 3:40.

@ cgato, with a pure, almost “straight” tone, to
ces.

In mm. 11-43, the sopranos should be alwa
contrast with the agitated quality of th€'lo

While some of the cross-relatigns ar d with a courtesy accidental, all cross-relations are
intentional. S

tion ca. 4:00.

Angeline on 0ssabaw@
The choir sh w easy, unforced legato sound throughout.

The cello, represénting Angeline on the beach, should be performed with an expressive sense of
freedom and playfulness, independent of the choir. At times the cello is slightly dominant in the
texture, while at other times it is somewhat submerged by the waves of the voices. The cellist
should not necessarily play with a rigid adherence to the indicated rhythms, but should feel free
to judiciously use rubato and rhythmic flexibility to create the desired innocent character of
Angeline.

Discards: Total duration ca. 4:45.

The choral score includes a piano reduction of the string quartet accompaniment, intended for
rehearsal use only. This reduction is not included in the full score.

All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration
greater than a quarter note are notated with an opening eighth note along with the required
duration.
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When I first read Carol Burdick's poem After Storm, I was struck by a poetic voice breaking with
grief. The simplicity of the opening words masks an underlying sense of loss and pain. I
imagined someone whose heart was suffering, who sought to bring peace to where there was
only unrest. But the peaceful beauty of the winter snow, outside, does not find its way into this
troubled soul. This setting emphasises this contrast between the outer and inn€r worlds. After a
gentle opening suggesting the calming of the falling snow, the sopranos i this mood with
a long melody, while the lower voices struggle to speak underneath, ction, the
voices combine to appeal for rest, but ultimately beg to be released ling The last section
suggests both a sense of defeat and resignation, and the possib ual release.

t moment of innocence.
the world. The older women who watch

Carol Burdick’s poem Angeline on Ossabaw depicts,
Young Angeline dances on the beach, without a care
her have danced in their own earlier time, and they kn heir own experience that
Angeline’s innocence will not last forever — fOfypain, sadness, and shadow will always be
waiting for her. This setting for choir and celle,seéks, to capture that perfect moment. The choir
itself ebbs and flows like the tide against t
dancing in her own perfect world, explomng
her.

Three Song as missioned by the Alfred Chamber Singers (Luanne Crosby,
director) in ho f Carol Burdick.
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Mute and purely beautiful this night;
Wind-driven snow at rest
in a tranquility of white,
carelessly crystal under light
from quiet stars.

_/%z;e/?/ze orn OJJJZ/&ZW

Her Shadow form across the hard white sand

indicates the pattern for a dance. Island music—

wind and wave and high sweet curlew call—
accompanies each leap and turn along the empty shore.
Laughing, she pirouettes and cli

using all the stage a dance

So might peace come within my breast,
to fall as snowflakes fall
upon raw scars; to mask impurity,
stifle futile inquiry
which seeks in chaos, reason.
Grant me my white season,

make me cold.

Fixed to their foo
lightened by he

ora safer space—
, as sure as tide recedes,
shadow always leads

Cool the scorching flame of why
down to merest glow;

Come Peace! upon my spirit lie
like freshly fallen snow.

rds

icks her way slowly
back and forth
along the low-tide beach,
catching gleams —
fragments with promise.
Overlooked by collectors,
each tinted enamel shard
invites her sensuous,
deliberate attention.

And after she's gone

I find them

heaped on my table —
broken shells

with porcelain interiors
jewelled by the wearing
of waves — sand — age.

After Storm from Destination Unknown ©1967 Carol Burdick.
Angeline on Ossabaw and Discards from On Island Time ©1986 Carol Burdick.
Used with permission.
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