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Jeffrey Ryan
The Chalice of Becoming

concerto for violin and orchestra
Instrumentation

2 flutes (2nd doubling piccolo)/2 oboes/2 B clarinets/2 bassoons
4 F horns/2 C trumpets/2 tenor trombones/1 bass trombone

timpani
2 perc:
I 11
vibraphone chimes (share with I)
rototoms crotales (C#5 only)
chimes (share with II) bass drum
snare drum low tom-tom
med. tom-tom maraca
2 tamtams (small and large)
suspended cymbal
violin solo
strings
Performance notes: Q
1. Score in C (with usual octave transpositions) O
2. Total duration ca. 20 minutes
3. Tenuto markings indicate note should be n a sligh mic and dynamic stress
Where held notes end with a marcato marki inds/brass should end with a breath

accent; strings end with no bow change

é nding the initial pitch; glissandi of
d with an opening eighth note along

4. All glissandi should begin immedi
duration greater than a quarter
with the required total duratj

5. Other performance no, e gi s required in the score and/or part

Programme note:

[©)

s the title of a painting by Odilon Redon. I have always been fascinated by
ymbolists, and in particular Redon’s work, which I find evocative and powerfully

will become look¥ack up at him. I was reminded of the idea that if we look into a child’s face, we can see
something of the adult to come; and if we look into an adult’s face, we can see something of the child that
once was — as though child and adult are merely two points on a continuum of time.

Musically, this suggested a kind of simultaneous reversing linear time for the two “players” in this concerto
(violin and orchestra) in which the soloist ends where the orchestra began, while the orchestra ends where
the soloist began. Each explores generally the same musical material, but the soloist proceeds “forward”
through time from childhood to old age, while the orchestra (in essence) starts at the “end” and proceeds
“backwards” through time, from old age to childhood.

The work is in two movements. A short pizzicato from the solo violin initiates the first section, for
orchestra alone, followed by a long cadenza for the soloist. After this, there is an energetic and dramatic
dialogue between the two. Near the end of the first movement, at the midpoint of the whole work, the
soloist’s second cadenza marks the point where the two opposite musical streams meet, and the movement
ends on a contemplative note. This feeling is carried through into the second movement, which opens with
a more intimate dialogue between violin and percussion, interrupted by short orchestral passages. Soon,
though, the music turns energetic and propulsive, a whirling dance which leads to an extended episode for
drums and violin with overtones of jazz improvisation. In the final section of the piece, the music comes
full circle as the solo violin intones the music of the orchestral introduction, heard almost a lifetime ago.

The Chalice of Becoming was commissioned by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra with assistance
from the Ontario Arts Council. It is dedicated to Jacques Israelievitch and the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra, and was premiered by them, conducted by Samuel Wong, on April 17, 2002, at Massey Hall in

Toronto, Ontario.

ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE LONTARIO
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