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Jeffrey Ryan 

Dark Matters 
for large chamber ensemble 

 
warm 1 
hot 12 
cold 40 

double charmed 49 
cold II 52 
hot II 59 

warm II 79 
 
Instrumentation: 
 
alto flute 
Bb bass clarinet 
horn in F 
trumpet in C 
 
percussion (1: marimba, vibraphone, med. tam-tam, lg. susp. cymbal, sizzle cymbal, bass dr., log dr., brake dr., whip, bamboo wind chimes) 
piano 
 
violin 
viola 
violoncello 
contrabass 
 
Performance Notes: 
 
Total performance time: 16 minutes. 
 
Score in C. All instruments sound as written, except for contrabass (which sounds an octave lower). 
 

e»e and x»x throughout. 

 give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress. 

 
All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a quarter note are notated with an 
opening eighth note along with the required duration. 
 
All movements are attacca, with the connecting silence specifically notated. 
 
Programme Note: 
 
Much of my music is in some way, on some level, inspired by light. But there can be no light without a dark side, and dark matters. This work 
for large chamber ensemble plays with register and colour, exploring the darkness of brighter instruments and finding brightness in the darker 
instruments. The alto flute and bass clarinet, traditionally used for their lower registers but here exploited for their full ranges, are especially 
highlighted 
 
Dark Matters also draws inspiration from the unseen connecting “dark matter” of the universe, which for me parallels the invisible and 
intuitive connection between an ensemble’s members, who together can make virtuosity sound easy. Appropriately, these seven evanescent 
movements, balanced and reflected around a central meditation, are connected into the larger whole by measured silence. 
 
On another level, the three kinds of “dark matter” — Hot, Warm and Cold — bring to mind the “Hot and Cold” hunting game we played as 
children, and so these Dark Matters also possess, I hope, some of the childlike spontaneity and freedom which delight in the richness of the 
present moment. 
 
Dark Matters was commissioned by Aventa (Bill Linwood, Artistic Director) with assistance from the Canada Council for the Arts. 
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∑
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4

4

4

4
4

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4
3

4

7

4
7

4
7

4
7

4
7

4
7

4

7

4
7

4

7

4

7

4
7

a fl

b cl

hn

tpt

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

.˙
o

.˙

n.

.˙

n.

∑

œ
œ œ

œ œ
.œb œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

40

∑

œ
o

Œ Œ

∑

∑

∑

œ
œ œ

œ œ
.œb œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

41

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ
.œb .˙

P

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

42

∑

attacca

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑
ã

∑

∑

∑

∑

via sord.

∑
?

43

∑

via sord.
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√

q»§º  Reflectively

∑

BAMBOO WIND CHIMES

∑

∑

w
w

0
0

π sempre

con sord.
viol-like

.

.

˙
˙

change bow imperceptibly, as needed

∑

ghostly, viol-like
non-vib.

(l.h.: use same finger throughout; allow
 small portamenti with each shift)

w
w

0
0

π sempre

con sord.
viol-like

.

.
˙
˙

change bow imperceptibly, as needed

1

∑

ghostly, viol-like
non-vib.

J

œ
.

F sempre

grasp quickly together
for a short, dry clack

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

p

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w

w

(no pedal)

˙

˙

J

œ

œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œb

p

solo (with contrabass)
IV

œ# œ œ œ Œ Œ œ œ œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

2

œb

o

p

solo (with viola)

II

(art. harm.)

(all harmonics sound 8ve lower)

œ#

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

Œ Œ œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w

w

˙

˙

J

œ

œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

‰
j

œb œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ‰

J

œ œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

3

‰

J

œb

o

œ#

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

‰
J

œ

o

œ

o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w

w

˙

˙

J

œ

œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œb œ œ œ# .œ

J

œ ‰

J

œ œ œ œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

4

œb

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ#

o

.œ

o

J

œ

o

‰
J

œ

o

œ

o
œ
o

œ

o

ã

&

?

&

B

?

&

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

(√)

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

J

œ# œb ‰
œb

œ
œ œ

j

œ œ
j

œ
œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

5

J

œ#

o

œb

o

‰ œb

oIII

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o
j

œ

o

œ

o

j

œ

o

œ

o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w
w

F

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œ
Œ Œ œ#

III

P

œ
.œb

J

œ#
Œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

6

œ

o

Œ Œ œ#

oI

P

œ

o
.œb

o

J

œ#
o

Œ

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œ œb œ#

J

œ œn
‰

.œ#

J

œn œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

7

œ
o

œb
o

œ#
o

J

œ
o

œn
o

‰

.œ#
o

J

œn
o

œ
o
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(√)

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w

w

p

˙

˙

j

œ

œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œ œ# œn

J

œn .œb ˙

p

Œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

8

œ
o

œ#
o

œn
o

J

œn
o

.œb
o

˙
o

p

Œ

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w

w

˙

˙

j

œ

œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

Ó ‰

J

œ#

p

IV
œb

œ
œ ˙

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

9

Ó ‰
J

œ#

oII

p

œb
o

œ

o
œ
o

˙
o

A

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

w

F

˙
˙

˙

j

œ
œ

œ

‰

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

J

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

Œ
œ

III

P

œ# œ# œ œn œ œ# œ œn œ#

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

10

Œ
œ
oI

P

œ#
o

œ#
o

œ
o

œn
o

œ
o

œ#
o

œ
o

œn
o

œ#
o

ã

&

?

&

B

?

&

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

(√)

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

J

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

˙#

J

œ œ

J

œ œ œn
Œ œ#

IV

p

œb

w

w

.

.
˙

˙

11

˙#
o

J

œ
o

œ
o

J

œ
o

œ
o

œn
o

Œ œ#

oII

p

œb

o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

p sempre

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œ# œ œb œ œ œ œ œ ‰
j

œ œ

w

w

.

.
˙

˙

12

œ#

o

œ

o

œb

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o

‰

J

œ

o

œ

o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w

˙
˙

j

œ
œ

‰

w
w

˙
˙

J

œ
œ ‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

˙

J

œ ‰ Œ Œ
J

œ

(IV)

p

œ#
J

œ

w

w

.

.
˙

˙

13

˙

o

J

œ

o

‰ Œ Œ
J

œ
oII

p

œ#

o

J

œ
o
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(√)

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œ œb œ œn .œ
J

œ œ œ ˙

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

14

œ
o

œb
o

œ
o

œn
o

.œ
o

J

œ
o

œ
o

œ
o

˙
o

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

j

œ
œ
œ

‰

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

Œ œb

p

(IV)
œ ˙n

j

œ œ#

J

œ

P

Œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

15

Œ œb

oIII

p

œ

o

˙n

o

J

œ

o

œ#

o

J

œ

o

P

Œ

rit. to

J

œ
.

‰ Œ Ó Ó .

(release silently)

w
w
w

.

.

.

˙
˙
˙

w
w
w

.

.

.

˙
˙
˙

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

œb

p

œn .˙n œ Œ Œ

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

16

œb

o

p

œn

o

.˙n

o

œ

o

Œ Œ

ã

&

?

&

B

?

&

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

q»¢•

B

œ
œ

TAM-TAM (soft beater)
BASS DR. (soft beater)

p

Œ Ó Ó .

∑

∑

Ó

senza sord.

solo (with contrabass)

.œ#
o

p

non-vib.

J

œ
o

˙
o

J

œ
o

‰

w
w

con sord.

π

.

.

˙
˙

change bow imperceptibly, as needed

w
w

π

.

.
˙
˙

17

Ó .œ#

oloco (nat. harm.)

p

IV

J

œ

o

˙

o

J

œ

o

‰

œ
œ

Œ Ó Ó .

∑

∑

œ#
o œ

o
œ
o

J

œ
o

œ#
o

‰

œ
o œ

o
œ
o

œ
o

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

18

œ#

o

œ

o

œ

o

J

œ

o

œ#

o
III

‰
œ

o
IV

œ

o

œ

o

œ

o
III

œ
œ

Œ Ó Ó .

(let tam-tam ring)

∑

∑

.œ
o

J

œ#
o

˙
o

.˙
o

w
w

.

.

˙
˙

w
w

.

.
˙
˙

19

.œ

o

J

œ#
oII

˙
o

.˙
o

attacca

œ

B. DR. only

p

Œ Ó Ó .

∑

∑

J

œ
o .œ#

o
˙
o

Ó .

n.

w
w

Ó .

n.

via sord.

w
w

Ó .

n.

via sord.

20

w
o

Ó .

n.

?
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2
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4

2

4

2

4

2
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2
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4
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4
2

4

2

8
3

8

3

8

3

8

3

8

3

8

3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8

3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4
3

4
3
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3

4
3
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q»¢•  Encased in ice









Œ

LG. SUSP. CYMBAL
soft mallets

˙
æ

  sempre











1





j

œ
˙b

>

solo, crying out

F





˙
æ











2





œ j

œ
œb œ œ œ

3





˙
æ











3





œb

( qk )

* repeat pitch ad lib.
   within total duration

�

*

� � � � � � � � � � œ œ





.œ
æ











4





˙b

>

f

œ

p





.˙
æ








&



5





j

œ

v

ƒ

‰ Œ Œ





.˙
æ







.˙b

Ÿ ~~~~~~~~~~~

  sempre

(senza sord.) œb( )
o





6
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4
2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

8

3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8
3

8

3

8

3

8
3

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4
3

4

2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

a fl

b cl

hn
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‰
j

œ

j

œb

>
F

j

œ j

œ
.œ





.˙
æ







.˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

change bow as necessary
(Ÿ)

Ó
œ#

Ÿ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

  sempre

(senza sord.)

œ#( )

o


&

7





œ

p

œb œ œ

( q )

� � � � � � œ œ œb

3





˙
æ





Œ

œ

Ÿ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

  sempre

œ( )
o



˙

˙

8





.œb

Ÿ ~~~~~~

œb( )
œ œ





.œ
æ





.œ

.œ

.œ

change bow as necessary

9





j

œb

v

ƒ

‰

œ œ# œ ˙b

>

f

Ó

œb

p

(open)



.˙
æ





.˙

change bow as necessary

.˙

.˙

10
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4

2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4
3

4

2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4
3

a fl

b cl

hn

tpt

perc

vn
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pno

q»§º sub. rit. toA

œb

p

œ œb œ

3

.œ

p

j

œb

œ œ œb œ

3

j

œb

p

(open)

œ œ

3

˙
æ

∑

∑

˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

11

∑

q»¢•

˙

Œ

œb

F

œb
‰

œ œ# œ ˙

F p

˙

Œ

˙

Œ

.˙
æ

∑

∑

.˙

.˙

.˙

12

∑

q»§º sub.

œb

p

œn œb œ

3

.œ

j

œb

œb

p

œ œb œ

3

j

œb

p

œ œ

3

˙
æ

∑

∑

˙

˙

˙

13

∑

rit. to

∑

œb

F

.œb
œ

.œ

œ œ œb œ

F

œ

3

∑

˙
æ

∑

∑

˙

˙

˙

14

∑

∑

.˙

p

œ
œ

œ
.œ œ

?

∑

.˙
æ

∑

∑

.˙

.˙

.˙

15

∑
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4

2
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2
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2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

4
3

4

3

4

3

4
3

4

2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4

2

4

2

4
2

a fl

b cl

hn

tpt

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

q»¢•B

∑

‰ j

œb

p

j

œ
.œb

œ

p

.œb ˙

∑

.˙
æ

∑

∑

.˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

.˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

.˙

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Ÿ)

16

∑

∑

‰

œb

p

œb œ
œ œ

.œ

3

‰
œb

p

œb œ
œ œ

.œ

3

∑

.˙
æ

∑

∑

.˙

.˙

.˙

17

∑

q»§º sub.

∑

˙

œ
œb œn œ

&

∑

˙
æ

∑

∑

˙

˙

˙

18

∑

∑

‰ j

œb

p

œb

œb œ œ# œ œ# œ

3 3

∑

˙
æ

∑

∑

˙

˙

˙

19

∑

rit. to

∑

.˙

œ œ# ˙

∑

.˙
æ

∑

∑

.˙

.˙

.˙

20

∑

55



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

&

&

&

&

ã

&

?

&

&

&

?

4

2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4

2

4
2

4
2

a fl

b cl

hn

tpt

perc

vn

va

vc

cb

pno

q»¢•  Melting into a pool of colourC

œ#

π

œn œ

j

œ œb

3 3

˙

˙

œ#

π

œn
j

œ

3

˙
æ

‰

œ#

π  sempre

œn œ

allow all notes to ring

œb œ
œ

# œ
œ

n
b

∑

°
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