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Performance Notes: 
 
Total duration ca. 4:45. 
 
Care should be taken to differentiate between the various levels of accent and articulation. Tenuto markings 
indicate a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress on the note. 
 
The choral score includes a piano reduction of the string quartet accompaniment, intended for rehearsal use 
only. This reduction is not included in the full score. However, if a quartet is unavailable Discards may be 
performed with the piano reduction. Note that the piano should not be used to double the quartet in 
performance — the accompaniment is to be played by quartet (preferable) or piano. 
 
All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a 
quarter note are notated with an opening eighth note along with the required duration. 
 
After Storm, Angeline on Ossabaw and Discards (texts by Carol Burdick) comprise a trilogy of works with 
a "progressive" accompaniment (the first a cappella, the second with obbligato cello, and the third with 
string quartet). They may be performed separately or in combination; if the complete trilogy is performed, 
they should be presented in the order given above. 
 
Programme note: 
 
When I read through Carol Burdick's poetry collections in search of texts for a trilogy of choral works, 
Discards sparkled for me. "Sari's" careful and stately procession along the beach, and the delicate colour 
and glint of the broken seashells she collects, were both images that, to my imagination, made for potent 
musical inspiration. The result is a work that dances on the surface and glistens in detail. 
 
Discards was commissioned by the Alfred Chamber Singers (Luanne Crosby, director) in honour of Carol 
Burdick. 
 
 
   Carol Burdick 
   Discards 
 
   Sari 
   picks her way slowly 
   back and forth 
   along the low-tide beach, 
   catching gleams — 
   fragments with promise. 
   Overlooked by collectors, 
   each tinted enamel shard 
   invites her sensuous, 
   deliberate attention. 
 
   And after she's gone 
   I find them 
   heaped on my table — 
   broken shells 
   with porcelain interiors 
   jewelled by the wearing 
   of waves — sand — age. 
 
   From On Island Time  ©1986 Carol Burdick. 
   Used with permission. 
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A stately dance (not too fast)
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Discards music by Jeffrey Ryan
words by Carol Burdick
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