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Instrumentation 

 

String orchestra divided into two groups: 

Earth vn I, vn II, va, vc, cb (multiple players per part) 

Moon vn I, vn II, vn III, vn IV (ideally, one player per part; multiples may be used so long as the Moon group is smaller) 

 

 

Performance notes 

 

Total performance time ca. 14 minutes. 

 

 

 

1/4 tone sharp 

 

 

3/4 tone sharp 

 

 

1/4 tone flat 

 

 

marcato ending to note with no bow change 

 

 

give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress 

s.p. sul ponticello 
 

s.t. sul tasto 

 

All glissandi begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a quarter note are notated 

with an opening eighth note along with the required duration. note that some glissandi end under the same bow, while others 

have a bow change at the arrival note. 

 

Moon violins: Play con sord. throughout. Though most of the harmonics are written as artificial, the performer(s) may choose 

to use natural harmonics where possible and if desired. 

 

Placement of players: The Moon satellite group should be positioned apart from the Earth ensemble. This may be behind the 

Earth ensemble, at the back of the hall, in a loft, or any other suitable position in the performing space to give the sense of two 

separate bodies reflecting off each other, while still allowing for adequate sightlines for the satellite players. 

 

 

Programme notes 

 

Do you see the Moon there? 

There is only half to see 

and yet it is round and beautiful. 

 

These lines, translated from the Abendlied of Matthias Claudius, perfectly describe the phenomenon of earthshine. We have all 

seen, on a clear night, a young Moon with its crescent brightly and directly illuminated by the Sun, while the larger dark part is 

faintly illuminated by sunlight reflected off the Earth: earthshine. In this way, earthshine is an impact that our Earth has on 

something beyond the Earth, while metaphorically, it is a reflection of ourselves that brings light into darkness.  

 

Earthshine is a single-movement work for string orchestra exploring light and shadow and the space in between. The orchestra 

is divided into two ensembles. The main ensemble acts as the Earth, turbulent and massive, its surface ever-changing. A 

satellite group of violins is the Moon, calm and eternal. All of the musical material in the piece is drawn from Max Reger's 

1899 choral setting of Abendlied, with the Earth ensemble using the music in inversion, while the Moon violins reflect back the 

original sonorities, slowly drawn out over the duration of the whole piece. 

 

Earthshine was commissioned by the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra with generous assistance from the Canada Council for the 

Arts. 
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.ȯ

ȯ
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ȯ

œ
ord.

p œ œ œ œb œ œ œ

œ
ord.

p œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ#
ord.

p œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œord.

p
œ œ œ œ œ œ œb

25



Ó
œo

.ȯ
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ȯ

Œ ‰ Jœo

˙
s.p.

˙
s.p.

˙#
s.p.

˙s.p.

29



2

ª



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

†

†

&

&

&

&

B

B

&

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

I

II

III

IV

I

II

va

vc

cb

vn

vn

gl.

q»¢•.ȯ
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.ȯ

.ȯ
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.ȯ

˙
ord. Œ

n.

˙
ord. Œ

n..˙#
p
Œ

gli altri

˙#
p

˙ord.

Œ
n.

40



q»§º sub. più mossoȯ
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ȯ

ȯ
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.ȯ

.ȯ
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



.ṗ ˙
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.ȯ

Ó œ
Ÿ ~~

p

œ( )o

Œ ˙
Ÿ ~~~~~~~

p
œ( )o

œ
œo œo ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(h k)

.˙
Ÿ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~œ( )o

60

.˙
Ÿ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~œ( )o

Œ
ȯ
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.ȯ

‰ Jœo ȯ
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ȯ
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ȯ

ȯ
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ȯ

œ œ œ# œ# œn

œ œ# œ# œn œ

œ( )æ
(h)

œ#( )
æ

(h)
&

86

œ( )æ
(h)

†

†

&

&

&

&

B

&

&

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

I

II

III

IV

I

II

va

vc

cb

vn

vn



(rit.)ȯ
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.ȯ

.ȯ
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ȯ



ȯ
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.ȯ

œœbb¢ œœ œœ 

œœ œœ œœ 

œœ œœ œœ 

œœbb¢ œœ œœ  œœ œœ œœ  œœ œœ œœ 

œœbb¢ œœ œœ 
œœ œœ œœ 

œœ œœ œœ 

œœbb¢ œœ œœ 
œœ œœ œœ 

œœ œœ œœ 

122

œb œ œ  œ œ œ  œ œ œ 

.ȯ
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.ȯ

.ȯ
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ȯ
ȯ
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.ȯ

œb œ œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ œn œ# œ# œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ

171

&

17

ª



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

†

†

&

&

&

&

B

?

&

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

I

II

III

IV

I

II

va

vc

cb

vn

vn

accel. towo

.ȯ
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ȯ



w

w

w

w

186



œo .ȯ-
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ȯ

œ


œ œb œ œ

œ


œ œb œ
3

˙

˙

225

˙

rit. to

.œo Jœo œo

.œo Jœo œo

.œ# o
Jœ
o œo

.œo Jœ
o œo

œb œn œb œ œ œ œb œn œb œ œ œ

œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ
3 3 3

.˙

.˙

226

jœ#
gl. (h k)

q»£º q»h.ȯ
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ȯ

ȯ
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.ȯ œo

wo

wo

wo

wo

œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ
œo-



Œ
œo-

& B

œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

246



ȯ
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ȯ

ȯ
ȯ

ȯ
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ȯ ȯ

wo

wo

Jœ> ‰ Jœ> ‰ Jœ> ‰ Jœ> ‰

jœ> ‰ jœ> ‰ œn > œb œb œb œ. œ.
‰ Jœ> ‰ Jœ> œ# > œ œ# œ# œ. œ.

‰ Jœ
> ‰ Jœ

> ‰ Jœ
> ‰ Jœ

>

264



†

†

&

&

&

&

B

?

?

I

II

III

IV

I

II

va

vc

cb

vn

vn
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.ȯ œo

œ
F

œ œ œ œ
œo

œ œ œ œ œ
œo

œ#
œ# o

œ œ œ œ œ
œo

œ œ œ œ

œ œb œ œ œ
œo

œ œ œ œ œ
œo

‰ jœ. œ œ œ œ œ
œo

œ œ œ œ

286

˙̇ ˙̇
ord.

ȯ
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.ȯ
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.ȯ


wo



III

wo

œoII



œo œ# o œo œo œo œo œo œo œo œo œo ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
(w)

repeat pattern unsynchronised

337

wo

wo

wo

ȯ
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