
Jeffrey Ryan 

ELASTIC 
for solo French horn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance notes 
 
Total performance time ca. 5:15. 
 
All bass clef pitches are written in 'new' notation, i.e. pitch sounds a P5 lower. 
 

 stopped/half-stopped/open respectively. An arrow ( ) indicates a gradual transition, which 
will result in a glissando pitch change. 
 
Accidentals hold through the bar, including in senza misura bars. 
 
Other performance notes are given as required in the part. 
 
 
 
Programme note 
 
Elastic is a short virtuosic work for solo French horn that plays with the elasticity of tempo and the 
listener's experience of musical space and time. In one continuous movement, its five parts alternate 
between senza misura ('without measure') sections in which time flows unevenly and melodic gestures 
speed up or slow down, and energetic fast-pulsed sections with irregular rhythmic patterns. After a 
series of gently rocking arpeggios, the work's final gesture scurries upward and disappears into 
nothingness. 
 
Elastic is dedicated with thanks to hornist Valerie Whitney and was made possible with support from 
the Canada Council for the Arts. 
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