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Instrumentation:

2 flutes

2 oboes

2 Bb clarinets (doubling crystal goblets)
2 bassoons (doubling crystal goblets)

2 horns in F

2 Bb trumpets

2 percussion:

I II
marimba chimes (high G)
vibraphone 3 gongs (h/m/l)
crotales (or small finger cymbal) maraca
flexatone 2 tam tams (small and large)
offstage chime* 2 glass bottles***
maraca whip
sizzle cymbal med. tomtom
2 tam tams (small and large)** bass drum
harp
strings
* only an F4 chime is required. See note on page 54. ﬁ
o depending on set-up space, these may be shared with percussion II
HokE 2 glass bottles, such as milk bottles, tuned with water to sound ap a minor third apart
General Performance notes: Q
Total performance time c. 12'30"
Score in C; all parts are written as sounding except'er crotales, sounding two octaves
higher; and contrabass, sounding one octavgylower r of clef. Bowed vibraphone
and harp harmonics sound an octave higher notated.

All glissandi should begin immediately t pitch is sounded; glissandi of
an opening eighth note along with

duration greater than a quarter note are notg ~
the required duration.
In senza misura sections, accidentals or each beamed group.
_A
"0 note ends with athhaccent for winds; no bow change for strings

at; three-quarter-tone sharp

] give note a'shight rhythmic and dynamic stress

Other performance notes are given as required in the score.

Programme note:

Le silence éternel de ces espaces infinis m’effraie (The eternal silence of these
infinite spaces frightens me) is the title of an etching by the French symbolist artist Odilon
Redon. Charles Darwin’s theories of evolution had recently been published, challenging a
fundamental belief in creationism, the role of the Church in people’s lives, and even the very
existence of God. Redon's image explores this evolutionary theme. He depicts a proto-
human at the top of a peak in a barren wasteland. It is clearly about to rise from all fours to
assume an upright position; at the same time its face is raised heavenward, looking towards
the sun, but the sun is obscured by clouds. The figure is completely alone. Evolution has
replaced salvation.

eternal silence ... infinite spaces is inspired by this image, and musically
explores the possibility of reaching out to heaven and finding nothing there. As our deepest-
held beliefs are shattered by the utter silence of nothingness, our breath sharpens and our
hearts pound in our ears. In a terrible moment, time comes to a grinding halt. Profound
terror is transformed to panic in a macabre dance, which then turns to emptiness and loss as
the world we once knew drifts forever out of reach.

eternal silence . . . infinite spaces was commissioned by Esprit Orchestra
with the assistance of the Laidlaw Foundation, and received its premiere performance
February 22, 1998, in the Jane Mallett Theatre in Toronto's St. Lawrence Centre for the
Arts, with Alex Pauk conducting.



eternal silence ... infinite spaces jeffrey ryan
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* Text should be whispered at a normal speaking speed.
Enter on cue from conductor and continue unsynchronised.
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2 Rigid with fear
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* Each exhalation/inhalation should be audible but not overly forced. Employ a deep rhythmic breathing with an attack at the
beginning of each — this will create a natural decrescendo on each beat, and an impression of being slightly “out of breath.”
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* change hand position slowly from stopped to open without changing fingering
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vnl
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(TIME GRINDS TO A HALT)
molto rit.
=43 = % = — = =
1~ % /1 (o] 1A
A\SV A 3 L 3 (o] L 3
D)
N
gy /1 D] D]
G = 1 = g = =
iV 3 L 3 (o) L 3
D)
{) % D)
E 3 § )
#’. % %
A\SV.EC 3 3 o = 3
H
7 O ) % D) D)
y A 1 - L 3 - D] - ] - -
{~ % % Q %
A\SVEC 3 = 3 (o] = 3
D)
/1 D]
L 3 - D E—— ] 7 2 ¥ -
/1 (o] 1A P
L 3 (o] L 3 -
#iwi#jjﬁ
PP
N
gy /1 D] D]
G = 1 = g = =
iV 3 L 3 (o) L 3
D)
j Fm
¥ 2 E 3 &
% / p3
3 o
& D) % D)
o) - L 3 - D] - -
% % Q
= 3 = 3 (o]
n
i D ) /1
73 - % - - - -
N4 /1 X
A\SV A 3 L 3 L 3
D)
Yo IO} % D) D}
LN ] 3 D] )
% % Q %
= 3 = 3 O = 3
) % D)
73 - % % - 3 - -
{~ % % %
A\SVEC 3 o = 3
D)
n
3 1>} 1>}
73 - - 3 - 3 - -
1~ % Q 1/
A\SV A 3 (o] L 3
D)
D] /1 D] T
| - - 5 - D) - D) - -
1T 1A 7 Q J
% L 3 (o] L 3 @
@]
INGS H/M/L LARGE TAM TAM
soft beater ‘ wooden handle
2 % i 173 § D) n
o) E 3 » I T o) T
% [ 2 /— [ i % i
= 3 = 3 { I o = 3 =
p P
fH |
7 O ) /- T %y D) D)
y A 1 - e 3 e b VI D] - o) - -
{~ % /— 4.4 i Q %
A\SVEC 3 = 3 { i } (o] 3
D vibrate pencil
¥4 between strings
— . L]
O - L 3 - >R umm—— - -
1A /1 Li heg V@~ i
L 3 L 3 [0 B L 3
P <mf
(start in lower half of
string and move upwards)
o gl.( J‘) Qu- lift bow
o o . o over strings**
A E - = e |
0} % D M- D I—
y D 3 D] ) /A o & ¥ 2 & - &
{~ % % Q % o/ 1 p3 p3 p3
A\SV.EC 3 = 3 O = 3 T
o
E l) gl. (JJ
. LS —
n i (>
7 O ) % § > — It
y D 1 - E 3 - - o) T ]
{~ % % A— 174
\a\l = 3 = 3 o = 3 T L4
- PP lift bow
{iyfgfrigf’lf 7,\1417D7 77777777777777 , @® - over strings**
--b'p P B . 2P _-%-_
=)=} 1 I e g " T e @ /1 D] D] 1 T I o o »
Qo e ey * - D] - D> E i S S S i i 2 ¥ - ¥
o4 —_— E & ! —— —_—
* )]
pp rp lift bow
fingeronly sulD bow on tailpi¢ce over strings**
@ " be. T .. ! @ be B (low groan) | pgem-
o e e g s ooy % 3 (> N I ]
Yoo T 1T " ® s @ T T @@y f - - 9 T 1 | ® o ®F ¥ ¥
1A T T T I T T T T 7 (o] X I T T T I T P P
L 3 (o] L 3
pp* PP p<mf >p
bow on tailpiece (loy groan) .
93 ¥ 3 3 ¥
% % % p3
= 3 = 3 o = 3

* resultant dynamic — forceful fingering will be required.

Benr=p

** Lift bow over strings in a slow, graceful motion.

This should be a very deliberate and obvious
movement, and should give the impression that all
activity is slowly becoming frozen in time.
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D]

(TIME STOPS)

Senza misura*

CROTALES (or small finger cymbal)
brass mallet

(TIME SLOWLY BEGINS)
ca. 20" ca. 10"

! b

ca. 15"

A ©
v %
perc1 |Hfos A
\a\l = 3
Pp let fade
soft beater
%
perc2 | Z
PP let fade
n
7 1/
(- L 3
[ fanY 1/
S \.)U .
rubber mallet
hp 5
z PP let fade
raxy .
F O £ 3
%
= 3
o
Qb o
finger only **
@ T
,1172151, ,lbig bg bg
n FEEEEEE play pattern 9X FE-F F repeat pattern —
T _\l H 1/
vnl |t g | e 3
A\SVA B L] il & 3
Y ppe PP
finger only
e ® bg r'} lay pattern 9X l)g I) '} repeat pattern l, O
{) . rr * ".P‘Ipyp PP T %
vnll |Hes o a0 ——1 1 = %
\a\l T W LI L= 3
PP rp
EXS
—_
® o I;, e ® o play pattern 10X .l,, - eat pattern Bﬁ
12 W f [ | o f %
va |HiStH— ] i 1 %
1 |CY A uI W g 3
rp
repeat pattern
play pattern 11X peat p: \i Iﬂ)/‘ )
ve %
= 3
PP
/1
ch *
L 3

* Linear time has stopped is measure.
Everyone remains perfectly still until the strings
begin to bow, at which point time begins to
move forward again.

** Hold bow suspended over strings as if ready to bow,
but do not bow. Freeze in this position;
the only movement is the fingers on the fingerboard.
Keep approximately the previous tempo.

**% resultant dynamic — forceful fingering will be required.

Cues 1-4: Once all the strings have established the repeated
Bb/A, the conductor cues each string section in turn with

a graceful, benevolent gesture. On cue, each section slowly
“comes to life” — continue fingering, but mime the bowing
above the string. Begin slowly and gradually speed up to a
mimed tremolo.

Cue 5: After this cue, players individually lower their bows
to the string and begin playing a tremolo Bb. This change

is initiated by the first violinist on the outside last stand,

and then ripples both forward through the section and across
the orchestra. Players continue to finger the repeated Bb/A
until their own “arco” commences.
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M2
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bn 1

bn2

hn 1
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hp

vnl

vn Il

va

ve

ch

A tempo J =84
(twice previous tempo)
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[11.]
U

n f— f—
7 1 T /1
A4 bo %
[ fan Y/} L /1
\.)u 4 :

PP crese. poco afoco ——————""""""| f poss. (deafening)
| & >
be ° (o) e
| = - = =
” I)Q I3 = f— - = =
" 1 T D] /1
y . o= 3 - i D) %
[ fan Y/} I/ /1
\.)v 3 4
P cresc. poco a poco ———————— | f poss. (deafening)
tr
N I)Q o be) o e
v D) i %
A - - D] I e 3
5% % %
\a\l = 3 = 3 = 3
Wf crese. poco apoco ——————| f poss. (deafening)
r
G 173 T 1 /1
y S S—— 5 r=y S S rTy D) - %
[ fan Y/} V= L) I/ = /1
\.)v 3 | 4 |
———————""| f poss. (deafening)
PP cres¢. poco a poco
tr
n EQ o o (o) o e
) - i D) i %
g F b I D] I E 3
 fan W/ e % %
\a\l = 3 i = 3 e 3
PP cresc. poco dpoco ———————""""""" | f poss. (dedfening)
tr
n
v T >y %
A 1Y De T D] - E 3
5% T e © % e %
\.)\} = 3 T i e 3 i & 3
bo ) ———————"""""| [ poss. (deafening)
P cresc. poco a poco
19 l)o' o-
12 % S D) f %
| A 3 - - 7+ D] T e 3
fe) % i %
= 3 e 3 = 3
mf° cresc. poco a poco
o % D) i %
o 3 - - T D) i %
1/ 1Y I/ = /1
3 a 4
mf° cresc. poco a poco
cuivré
A P oA A A
V7 - D> N— %
- - - > BN Y N7 R Ry ] E: 3
5 % f 7 — — | %
A\SV.EC 3 e 3 \'I \rl \r/ e 3
D} bo o
mf S poss. (deafening) cuivré
P A A A
a1 1 D] T /1
o 3 - - — 7 O NP7 I NI T — —
1/ i~ T 1/ I T Iy T Iy T /1
3 A% 4 v, 7 7 =4
=" o
mf S poss. (deafening)
tr
5 o be 2
1V 1 D] T 1/

3 - - D) i :

1/ 1A 1/

ﬁd\) 4 4 4

fpo,\'x. (deafening)
r
DALt -
n | I?Q (o) e
v - D) i %
A - - b D] I e 3
5 a % %
A\SVEC 3 e 3 e 3
) -
ff ———  f poss. (deafening)
n
7 1 D] " /1
y . o= 3 - D) % %
[ fan Y/} 1/ T /1
\\SV A 3 4 o= :
D -0 -

1/ D] 1/
T—4 - D) Z 4
1T 1/ 1A d 1/

4 4 i 4

1o} 13} [o] o=
ZE e e
PP ———————— " f poss. (deafening)
n
V7 - D) %
A% - - - - - 3 - %
5 % %
A\SV.EC 3 e 3 e 3
)
D CBb | E F# G# A#
o X4 D} /1
)% - - - - - 2] - %
1/ 1/ /1
3 4 =4
tr
acd h=4 © o hod e’
N f— f— f— f— f— =
7 1 D] 1/
y o= D) :
[ fan Y/} 1A 1/
A\SV A 4 4
crese. poco a poco ———=———""""""| [ poss. (deafening)
tr
n % o o (o) o ey e
v D) i %
A 3 D] I E 3
5% % %
\.)\} = 3 e 3 = 3
cresc. poco a poco ———=———"""""| [ poss. (deafening)
r
/T;\e © = o = &
T % D) i %
| |V D] T e 3
| L2/ % u %
HedV 2§ = 3 = 3
cresc. poco a poco ————————"""""| f poss. (deafening)
tr
bo o O (o) o o -
o X4 D} T /1
)—§ D) i %
1/ I/ I /1
3 4
cresc. poco a poco ——————""""|  f poss. (deafening)
r
—--————— bbb bbbbhhd -
o 4 |70 — O (o) D} \D - 1/
) - - D) i 4
1/ 1A I 1/
4 4 4

poss. (deafening)




NOe (] ] W )
.
e Ll ol e
[ N (18 ol e
o] j!
N Mea LR I8N ™
- (o
[ (18 o »
4%
A’r\ 1l il JOv
Lo
e N o 3
| L~ L
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 o ol ol %
1 ' — ] 1
(1N o [Y )
_oxi fAny
,,,.,,\W\ MNall [) e /I
|xx]
o Ll (3 e
ANy
~ ~ ~ ~t ~ ~ ~t Alv\ ?\ el T
N el N el Nl m
_ox] Lo
Ont Ont ol el Ont Ol o o LW\ [ 18 [T
o« A o o “#v
L _o| L
<&l 1M <@l <N\ <| oM <eN o> < o & | e AN QL N o T
. - —_- ME.N —_a - N —_a —_a 4+ N
NO
el tl el ~ el ol el b .
LA (AR ol
<ol <o/l < N <||eN\ | < 4NN e > <o & e o Lng
Ont Ont ol el Ont Ol el ol (YN
bl o o an b el IR
<@l L YENE < 4N\ <||eN\ | <4\ re=> <o || e T " m
o« o
o o o o o o o A’.Ev @
<o/l <ol <an <||emn ] <an o> <e&|& e N Ka ]
1 [InE oL ' 1
N
Ont Ot ot it Ont Ot it A [ YEN o
o
) w N YHRN
g
<@/l <@/l <o\ <||lem <4 = <& | | e [YEN ol
(i o
ol ol el el ol N N INCYRN A YHEE
o
oL H
i 1 1 1 i L
ALW::/ ALW::/ ALuwur ALW\V ALQVWur » > ALAL\‘LWP m'v [ YERA
N ,,,,,/1 I
[ IEE ol
[ YN d ol
o
~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) Ltv [ e é
[ Y ol
oM oM o e et el el ~ el ol el ot ol ~ m.. A w Ll
I YHE N YN
L o
ALW IR ALW IR < N\ <||e <4 < | |®N <N Akpw.ur <|aDh <| N AP N AP o 1 <o || e L.v_ [ 1] Lwt.fx;ﬁ 1 1 1
£ B i ol ol
o
:IDL N
q [YRN
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ AQ [ 1] Luftvx;ﬁ ~ ~ ~
<
S A NEN M e
3 -
o On o o o On o o N Ot o O ) Ot o [ L.v_ [ 1] Ot o O
g 2 q oLl
fias N l g
<&l <ol <N\ <||ein <dN <||en  <en e <N <M <en < 4D\ < o> < | | A Y YHEN I YUNEN <o <N\ <N\
. .\ . WE.N —_a M.y - M.y L~ LN . a0 .y N .\ N —8 - -~
Ao At Sonyl Sanyl s Somn| Sonyl Sanyl .ﬂ.u& nquq Sanyl Sian| Soan| Sasyl oyl Syl Sasyl S Sasyl Sonyl Sian|
Rl & 46 @ Mo Hee S8 Al R R R A < q& & N dee B oa R
e —
~ N ~ ~N ~ N ~ ~N ~ N ~ N ~ N [ ~ ~ ] 1) =
< = ~ = = S
= = 2 2 e 3 5 H 3 3 5 5 g 5
Y Y




13

‘ﬂ’ﬂ' decresc. poco a poco
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rapidly alternate between artificial

harmonic and stopped note.
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* play with open hand, fingers spread apart; gradually move

upward from indicated pitches, creating a rustling sound.
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* exaggerated bow pressure to ** The offstage chime will need to played loudly enough ##% Preferably, the conductor should become
produce noise rather than pitch to be heard softly in the hall, as an echo and “after-image” motionless along with the players; the
of the onstage chime. If a second F chime is absolutely unavailable, percussionists should continue on their
this part may be played on the vibraphone (onstage) own, with the offstage player taking his/her

with the motor on slow and with soft mallets. cue from the onstage player.
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* Move as if to play on this downbeat as before, but slow down the motion
and freeze just before striking the chime; hold this position to end of piece
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** Hold for several seconds after offstage
chime has faded completely into silence






