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Programme note:

From the first moment I heard Jan Zwicky i work —richly layered poems that evoke nature,
music, and profound distilled emotional mo oped someday to have the chance to set her words
to music. When baritone Tyler Dunc 1anist Erika Switzer asked me to write a new song cycle for

them, that day arrived.

Zwicky's response to the 1 Romantic piano work that was itself Schumann's response to
Beethoven's song cycle ferné Geliebte—included brief quotations from the Jeitteles poems that
Beethoven set (j c quoted musical fragments from the Beethoven). This major poem
naturally beca cornerstone for this new cycle. The musical setting is my own response to Zwicky,
Schumann, and oven. Opening with a short fantasia based on the same Beethoven fragment that
Schumann quoted, the song follows the Fantasie's structure and proportions, borrowing selected musical
materials and expanding them in new directions to express memory, distance, and the fleetingness of
moments together.

In exploring Zwicky's poetry % Y poem in particular stood out. Schumann: Fantasie, Op. 17—

The three shorter preceding songs complement the themes of loneliness and aloneness, distance and
home. Bill Evans: Alone is another of Zwicky's responses to music, here in a setting that draws on jazz
vocal inflections and Evans-style piano sonorities. In Autumn Again, the evening sounds of crickets and
katydids trigger a reflection on the nature of existence and happiness. The restrained and transparent
Night Music captures a single vision in moonlight, perhaps real, perhaps memory.

Everything Already Lost was commissioned by baritone Tyler Duncan and pianist Erika Switzer. It was
made possible with funding from Pascal Milelli in memory of Dr. Steen Olaf Welding, and support from
the SOCAN Foundation.
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Everything Already Lost
poems by Jan Zwicky

Bill Evans: Alone

Sound that makes night fall around it
like the glow from a reading lamp.

Rain on the roof, straight down.
The name of your name
spoken without another's.
Rubato is a hand O

you thought indifferent

laid, briefest of moments,
on your sleeve.

It walks away, the

that sound, withemt 1 g back.
Lightsup a L S

we ha e st of a chance, says never
let 0.

@ Autumn Again

Late August at my window: the restlessness
in the dying grass, no longer drawn by light
but only air, the light itself — unflexed,
the fluid stretch of summer done —
moving inside itself, unseeing.
All day
the crickets chanting, bright glitter on the surface
of the ebb. And ravens
talking to themselves, the flocks
of chickadees. What is
human happiness? Last night, the broad leaves
of the grass at dusk fell still, the stillness
falling through them, breathing out
its heft of dew. I stood a long time at the window
listening: crickets in the darkness,
chanting, chanting.



Night Music

You remember it as winter, but what you see
are leaf-shadows on the cupboard door,
black in the moonlight,

shifting a little in some breeze,

then still.

3:00 a.m., barefoot in the kitchen,
moon-shadows of the lilac on the cupboar
gathered with you on the threshold.

You are only trying to say O
what you see in the world. Spring.
Winter. Even knowing what'you lov

18 no salvation. Their heart sh
trembling in the moonlight, sharp as frost.

Schumam@sie, Op.17

Everything y lost: this always
is the e we must begin.

Ecstagy: s ghost
g where you left it, paralyzed,
and joy, praise,

your lips, your fingertips, the voice in you
huge and exquisite, its mouth
on the nape of your neck.

The west light, the north storm,

to have known, not to have known:
because that touch was silence

and the body is your home,

you will be named,

you will be seen,

the wing will open in you,

breaking. You,

caught in the slipstream of

your own bright anonymity,

you will be spoken to,

stunned, helpless, the wave rising through you



in the dark. Don't

pull the curtain: let the black pane
see you: you,

in the mouth of the night.

Not knowing, knowing:
each worse, each holding

decades in its hand: kitchens,
dumb jokes, kindness and the shine
on the knob of the gearshift in the Februar .
If there were a sword, a block, you think
you'd lay your head along that cooln

close your eyes. But no,

the blood springs elsewhere,

flooding you with silence. are b@rn
and born again into yqur life.

If I were able, love,

to be with you eter things were
already lost. Také'th

these songs
north light,
of theg i
resin

, home, the ache
d the pine trees
unlight in the afternoon. O, the silence
ing, breaking
ouflistened. And where the god stood inside you,
a pty shape, a wing.

Poet's note: The italicized lines in Schumann: Fantasie, Op. 17 are translations of lines from

Beethoven's song cycle An die ferne Geliebte, Op. 98, on which Schumann based melodic material in the
Fantasie. The original German texts are by Alois Jeitteles.

Bill Evans: Alone is from the collection Songs for Relinquishing the Earth, published by Brick Books
and ©1998 Jan Zwicky. Autumn Again, Night Music, and Schumann: Fantasie, op. 17 are from
the collection Forge, published by Gaspereau Press and ©2011 Jan Zwicky. Used by permission.

Note regarding printed programmes

These poems by Jan Zwicky may be reprinted in performance programmes, CD liner notes, or otherwise
made available to an audience. Any such print versions should be scrupulous in reproducing the poems as
they appear above, including the Poet's note and the publication information. A Word document to help
facilitate this is available by contacting the composer via jeffreyryan.com.
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poem by H music by
Jan Zwicky AUtu mn Aga In Jeffrey Ryan

J: 104 Steady, gentle, not too fast
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J: 42 A frozen moment in time #
mp mp
)% = = L T F 1
! = =%

You re-mem-ber it,

you re-mem-ber it as

Pat e ]
©r

E3SC |

[Y) |
mff ———p

N
EEESS=t

colla voce*

—
| O
&

[0 ]

—

e L=

ped. each chord change

* over held chords, voice maytbe
quasi parlando, with some(fteedom

LSC

3
93 e e —s e e — e E— :
=% ' | e <
win-ter, but what you see____ af - sha - dows,__
fo— - R
o g s e
== P -—
m
N » v n
_E. R ot ! |
FF e —"  — b 1;—
= +—] | +—] | |
mp
he ® be™ Y
I a1 ! ===
—
leaf - sha - dows_ on the cup - board door, black in the
T - -
; : , PR lu i,
Q) I V"v/" I | I
— ——
b/>r\ mf/sz K
e s |
Fo¥: I })’v‘l — 'u!' | b.!, ‘F g

text ©2011 Jan Zwicky
music ©2020 Jeffrey Ryan



16

— _
e i A
moon-light, shift-ing a lit-tle, shift-ing a lit-tle in____ some breeze,
v
o) | ! I’ | ]
H 1. €Y | 2 ; \()
| Q) Dg = | i Ib‘ = 8
. p<mf————p
bor> . LbEAT%
I o — L‘F ,; > E P S
=% e |
L'istesso tempo
— p
v AW F Y D]

hdl O y 2 [ 7] ] b- <) =y =) y 2 [ )

4 PN [ i' "ll' ii’ PN 4 PN |
o then still. 3:00 a. m.,bare-
13

f) . .
ya — 1 I .

| : [ : e
P & b§ &7
Tbb# £ | !
7 I — Z I*v“l .
= z z
= e . ——"
' %4 I 4—+ E I & 4
moon - sha - dows, __
| L | |
(9 ] [ ] 2 | I [9 ]
oy | ) ) 1.7 | o
o ”i; F % "'Pg § ? %
D& D b
0 | I (9] mf ()] p (Y )
| | o ) ] oy
5 b : % 3
) c = 2 z.
_\_/
ped. each r.h. change
mf; /I;:b\ E— 7] PP
o — e — - - P, e :
=% I ' - I
= moon - sha - dows_ of the li-lac__ on the cup-board door,
20
o) | | |
| 1 h ¥ [y T
| g [ l’|[) ? | :g e
° | h———— X%
mf P l
e ¢) [ ] [9 ] [ ]
Y A ) ] 2 ) ]
=% e 3 -
e z- z

(




17

= — P_b'_b.
| y 2 | ) = | y ] s
! 1 PN | | | 1 4 1 PN A
e ———=
gath - ered with you, gath - ered with you on the thresh-old.
o) |
y A I %
I e <
Q) e .
mf
=3 A
=% %“v +
z-
A
L'istesso tempo
l_3_|
Ey4—— < i i i i i
H PN i — [ I |
You are on-ly tr to say, you are on-ly try-ing to
TP
: 3 i"'E > $ —®
| — | ool
oJ ' I
prp
/—\
| 1
S —> I
.
S | G —
Pp—————— mp—p »
A’.A" I"_ l“/-\"/\
] | (9] | L |
y — — | | s i ' ¥— i | I
1 x !
say what you see in the world. Spring. Win-ter
T o bz
H | o | E | E % ,;
b” A ) 19 ¢ 19
{(n—2F b % | 9 ‘; I I
\Q)\I | x 1 i
pp mp — PP mp sub. ——
2 oty i T
‘ (fN—— . I 1 1 b _4 Lnl I)i
o :/2 : e $ t * 8



18

= z I o bp )
T 2 Ee====x - ' . |
== —
N E-ven know-ing what you love, e-ven know-ing what you love is
_
| ‘) bE = A
(y 4
)
prp
:ﬁ |[)' s ‘4\() c/):_
prp 5<}7
_—
= [.' e —
| 1%
Their heart shapes,
RN
I
mp — pp
Y
b
3 4 D 4
—J %
> —
e T f =
trem-bling in the moon-light, sharp__ as frost.
Iagp\m
e}
- | 2 —
| /;/— l}‘ A b.A-
- 8 ——rpdb
— 3 =

[(-



19

poem by . H music by
i Schumann: Fantasie, Op. 17 e ™

J: 48 Searching, distant; espressivo con rubato ad lib. ten.—
) .

= e e

[ 7]
[ 1 | |
! 1

>tb
RS

TT®
Ik

P

mp cantabile

<
=
%

¥

ped. ad lib unless noted

[e]
|

=60 poco piu mosso

fH
e ! S
T
_ e 8 i

accel. 10— — = = = = = = = - - oo
A > > ] )
D’ 4 ] | |
s | e e 2
| 7 |
b I > >
L
>y L\LV‘ \'DG ] I ._F (7] 1 ] (7] (Y]
== 2 Gi=ref—reefin ‘“@ E T
() =£ i i
| A A A A A
J:72 molta @ ————————————————————————————————————— J:ge
fH > )
P’ A | | | ]
y AW | | | () )
== — 2 — %
Tt 7 :
> > > T
J> p
0 NS M= S o S
o e e L ¥
ANV / / [ / 1 1 1 |
[Y) ‘\/' E;}jbi 4 1
A N _——" A A I (no pedal)
- i 1 i itati ten.-+ atempo accel. poco a poco to - -
J 72 Misterioso, with hesitation at first Sy
- = =Y = =1 5 i -
I E— |
:M_-—d_‘_—a—d—‘——a—i—d— (i = DR
o AN AR R AN SRR AN VT [ P
Vo N N~ = =~ =
L.h. ringing >, L. K
< XD ] = Ll 1/
“Je &) @ | | V.4
H P.N | I (\nv\
—] > > [

\(JmT
L

text ©2011 Jan Zwicky
music ©2020 Jeffrey Ryan



20

accel. 1o —=--- == -~ --------—--“--~—~—~—"—~—~ -~ -~ -~ - -

=N

27

¢)

~

17

[ 7]

TOAS

~

1/

[ 7]

DA<

~

17

[ 7]

_€>A

~

DA<

[ VL4

[ an

[}
|
I
I
1
" dh
1
AN DA S
I
"
1
! ATTT®
[}
I
" 19 1
1 it
1
"
1
l A ]
A
N.Cw i
Syl i <
hn DA <
ATTT®
A Y ATITS| 16
A vl
ATTT®
m -
I
—a AN A .u._elj
- -
ﬂhl <N M\U
] ]

B )
—
[0 QIR
< '
I
|
I on
A Y DA <
1
"
" -UT
I
| il
bl
1 on
A BITHA <
- Vv
|
! o
1
1 [ 10
S| YN
\ Einy o
1
AW DA <
-
HE Ksp)
]
I
I o
1
">b K;6>A
| T
1
1 o
! (YA
| .le
" Einy .
S
dc.w y
S | | o
a .
N m o
—aA Y N TTRTA
» N
ER 20 e

>

>

i‘%
o)
P4
y 4\

e ———
— ——
e —

-

$A

P
>

P
»

$A

BA

BA

BA

BA

4>J

4 o

o o ¢ o 4 4

ODA S

MTOA<

A QORKY

Xy _xy|

ANV
oJ
o)




21

Fit.t0 ——=-=-=----—-—————— - J:60

[ HEE

_ i

on

g

: A

>

~
QIR

>

E A
Qj

b

[ fan )

—~

e)

[ u

sta - sy,

Ec

mp

lost:
>

— al-rea-dy

ped. ad lib.

72 An undercurvent of turbulence

~———

.

-

,A_xm
[§]

~
U A&

e 6D
0




r_—]
r_—]

Al

_F_I__‘:

it,

self's

~

Al

a - ghast,

the

left

Al

yo

whe

sta - sy:

stand - ing

bo
joy,

Ao VI

oy
2
Ay

Al

Al

and

Al

Al

Al

L

pa - ra - lyzed,

o)

22

A
~
r_—]

T




23

praise,

3

joy,

be

be

P

™
‘,,,
L
i)
| e
=3 [
- . |_o
Bk
o _ 12
) * N
e 'y g i
- Bl
Y 2
>
LY
f
i u
)
o
Ny
\ -
B Y g
N =
N
. mh wd .
NN\ —

'l

huge

in you

voice

the

_



24

dl

—

l—3—|

q

—_ I3

mouth

its

€X

and

qui - site,

=

your

the nape of

on

mh

Y/

~——

.

be

light,

west

bl

[P

B

The

STV

60 poco meno mosso, e

ntabile

over,

[\

10

U A&

v

storm,

the north_

wv

10

FIREESN

b

[ V=D

FPNSEYN

[ V=D

brv




25

mp —_—
——3— | .
o = e ” ]
V4 PN i iF ! PN i i
to have known, to have
o)
y it I
S by 5 ; v
o
mf ’Iry)sub. —
< bijlm A PPp bag] |
I. | | | YK Y]
b 1 ' ' b 1 N ! -

allarg.- - ---- |
A o
) b
known
. T
9 T ! 7 — - } ] ‘
— e : = ——
ANIV4 | 1 i b - I |
0y, I)‘J' » 4 )
. e e
A baJ] dd) b e o b2 |® = < =
G —— I
J: 72 poco pitt mo Fit.pOCO APOCOTO — = = = = = = = = = o o e e e oo oo — - =
mf’ 7
| , L_h . = r= o
I . o =N el |
—r o Fe ; 2
i i I 1 ~y
be-cause that touch
P’ A DO O [0 [0 [ o X0 [ )
”fLH Iﬁ Lo ) (9] (0] [0 ] ) ) [0 XD a_
NV T [0 ] [0 ] [0 ] 2 [0 XD ~
QJ Tlf\_// \_// — ¥__/
mf’
L —  _
= - = R s
I | | M| ) ) | | 1
| ] A | 2 | 1 ~
& bhe® q{/d‘ﬁ‘_\_/ i '
—




26

72 Turbulent, sweeping

J-

[
. N
N
[ —a L
Mf
q MW/ W
5 i |
¢ §
=
.l 5
o
)
| .2 ! !
>
HH o
A )
S| 2
Q
Ll
T ..m offe \0
=t
_& L
ol = gp 4
M E
N
|~
@ | A(lm m ¢
N LN AN
A g B
) ~—

L.h. cantabile

the

you will be named,

V&

0

12

[ )

1

break - ing.

you,

will o

wing

Ay

[ )

A

>

2

»(<q

r_~]

0
— ) A

caught____

You,

<

I11e—

=<




27

l—3—|

o)
0

of your

slip - stream

the

n

<

13

7.

‘s

<

o

<

e

OA &

/

T7

bright

own

b

o

44, 94

PP

13

the

help-less,

38

stunned,

spo-ken to,

b

you

(=)

14

hoO

60 sub. meno mosso

J-

i

3
N

be

—

Ve

be b

.

dark.

in the

through_ you

- ing

ris

wave

o

~

> -~

o [P

O

> @ —

l1

be |

14

ho

P!

<

o)




you, _

see__ you:

pane _

black _

let the

(9 ]

l_3_|

the cur - tain:

Don't pull

raY
o)
14

28

LE V HW n .-.l_‘.
[ (1 .
8 M| 2 un NI Y | ST “F. |
= z IREN) _ H- N . .;
i il N il I o
N TN e Ul | m_.v wall |
il T ol —i
N o . i H- : alelll o]
) S ax )
3 Ea R ol i
Ml I i
H [AeLl 3 i il
[ 9| ># R i J I N, ’uﬁ!ﬂlll ..-.I. |l _ _
oy S Eee 20 |l by
L[| o B resiil ANk
] = Hﬂ )] W —
Q| 5 N m | I8
i S EEw) L _ .
H _ X3 ol TN
i i YN ! L) ﬁ
E Y 3 i
YA i Sl
.O = /_ 1] By
_e = '.umulll . _\
R | leole o U . U "
=1 11T] = I
L elel ﬁ 2 ol B A1 wl
\ S | A 'R 'v -
AAT T 2 o e I
M#>> A e < | & y,
g | - w Q LE -
I E el T i
= 8 o
™o |
inm U
o
S M| B |« L I "
: % ol T T
m &l M Il _ El
L o
m p '__ 3 M LR mv = =
< i
> S umn_
&& (0 ] _
e - ) |a__ 0 Y ” T '
w oo m A ole _ = A . -v X .
e N N N N 2| TN o y




29

:

kind - ness

the

and

Hﬂlqlq

D D
| = =

-

Y]

the

of

knob

P
>

N

N

V||

v |

N

N

te

sun.___

ry

- bru

'—3—|

there were a

It

ol

— e e e ——

|

o
dumb jokes,

[ p— — —

" —

kitch-ens,

shine

f.  a° 2 a° & o°

16
16

MY % .T.__ !

~
9
[- ™
2l
the Fe
A~
m—
1 | |
ﬂ-' -
= "3 =

o
‘
8

o
=2
é

N .-J
N e
Bl
e A Ul ki i AP_IM._.G
5 L
N N N aN| [FSNDe

°
O
o




that

a - long

head

think you'd lay your

te
you

L e B S —— B B

—

block,

a

1107
o Fe T1
sword,

rax

177

30

[TUN
. = .
A L 10 e A (
] ] ._H
‘l g C | |
N
(YN —1 .
Eas _Ov uﬂMll
[®
& i _w,_ |8
1LY
LTI _.3 il
9
]
(YN
PE L4
S e
il A4 0
LN
O 5
' 2
B (YN
. = =
o 2
T O m
(YN
ol [
(YN 7
o il
2
o 1l S
n NIRERZCEE )
N— N\ — N— N —

17

1/

1/

springs

e
touch

blood

0

the

g

1/

=

o=

touch,

17

>

e -

Vi

else - where,

(0)
no,
e .

_1 (no pedal)

>

rax
Sg
rax
S
rax
o)
rax
o)
rax
S
rax
o)

185




" 5 1

| | hal
1 | | | 1

0

0

—

)
y.4

[ £

EES

2

N

MG

TN

RN

[

a

1]
.4
[ .Y
~V
[

| J: 60 A tempo, espressivo, con rubato

P dolce
N LL ;'__#P/—\

N

- .

[ 7]
i

|
| | —] |

| |
1/  I— 1

trailing off...
——

P ——
If T were a-ble, Ilove,

to be with you e - ter-nal-ly,

if

b
=

TTT®!

]

I)IF-

—Pp

NS NS




32

allarg. - ----
N — —
7#% ! - .'- »
o) I T  — T - y 3 = I . . _'—F_)_
V.4 | S— | | S— 'I PN 1 T | I Jl I } PN
' ' T
all__ thingswere al - rea-dy lost. Take _ then these songs I sang you,
o)
)’ A
”‘m L] L] L] L] L]
ANV
0y,
o)
"' L} L] L] L] L] c):_
[ an ) el
ANIV4
0y,
J: 60 A tempo, simply, reverently
-,': L L L L_J
o)
P’ A
{e— i
ANIV4 | |
0y, % &
p
¢ ,,:
ped. ad lib. e ——————
P »p
. b .
'l: (7] ] r r y 3 -
4 [ ! | PN
north light, dark -ness,
e —
h ,
I{ } | } I | |
&5— e = e P s B e S
0y, h% F' P ? I j _‘_v_‘_vv
. ° —
. 1 bo-
'l: | I [)I -
£ Lha >z
~— ;v'
L~ l_3_|
e ., o b Lyhe & . P ehe L
— — — e
home,____ the ache of the in - vi-si-ble__ and the pine__ trees_ re-sin-ous with
- e E—— . .
r’f‘n - ] ] F i 1 I J 1
\.j’ 2 : } be- :
mp sub. —_——+ P mp sub
N e .
L o 2 L. L
F)=E: e i e
7 P D




33

break-ing _

4

o
nam-ing,

be

the si-lence in that

i

0O,

P b

p
»

»

—
.o e

af - ter-noon.

in the

o

P

— ———

bo
sun - light

OO0
—

22

[ |
A B il
= = _ | ¢ Lo
T & e M) s p_
| RN ,
NEEA 5 \
Pa o ~t| N0 | Inee |
< Ju | ¥y
-. Ao 4LD1 ) ov
TS| n.mJ LY R
| _an| I
Jen | =~
IK._____
[l “—9|
> Huﬁla p_ | ¥ %]
>IHH- -
~t um_m.'l_W ]
J
JH E o
RRER 2
© o~ I S
lh = ch.L Imhv |nvID
5 N
a2 3
T ~ El_m. il
v/ = A
T 2
M/
ﬂ._____
H R _..ru/ ,nm |
\ T m “—3
TN _u - _ o~ LD_I9 plﬂmmu
=
o
- > >mv .
ol YHE =
A 0] o il | ~t _W i
NG =k






