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Gracey Blue

Instrumentation

2 flutes

2 oboes

2 Bb clarinets

2 bassoons

4 horns in F (horns 3 and 4 are optional)

3 trumpets in C (trumpet 3 is optional)

3 trombones (2 tenor, 1 bass)

tuba (optional)

timpani
percussion 1: castanets

percussion 2: 3 tomtoms (high/medium/low), suspended cymbal (may substitute/improvise drum kit if desired)

jazz soloists (see performance notes, below)

strings

Performance notes:

Total performance time ca. 3'45".

Score is non-transposed. All instruments sound as written, except for contrabass (which sounds an octave lower)

œ

^

J

œ

 note ends with a breath accent for winds; no bow change for strings

-

œ

 give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress

All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded.

Soloists: Gracey Blue is a standard twelve-bar blues designed for a number of soloist possibilities at the discretion of the

conductor. Solo parts are provided for treble and bass clef instruments in C, and treble clef instruments in Eb and Bb. One soloist

may be featured, or two (or more) can split up the solo part as desired. At some points (for example, the fill at the end), multiple

soloists may improvise briefly together. For the first verse, soloist(s) should present the written melody; however, on subsequent
verses, soloist(s) should feel free to improvise around the melody—chord symbols are given in the solo parts.

Other performance notes are given as required in the score and/or part.

Programme note:

Gracey is Vancouver photographer Chick Rice's chihuahua.

Gracey Blue was commissioned by the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra (Bramwell Tovey, music director) as part of my tenure

as Composer-in-Residence (funded with the assistance of the Canada Council for the Arts). It was premiered as part of the VSO's

education concerts in February, 2004, conducted by Tania Miller.
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for Chick Rice

commissioned by the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Gracey Blue Jeffrey Ryan

2003 Jeffrey Ryan
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