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He’s Come Home Again 
poetry by Suzanne Steele / music by Jeffrey Ryan 

 

 

Performance Notes: 

 

Duration ca. 5 minutes. 

 

Pedal markings must be carefully observed. 
 

 
give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress. 

 

Programme Notes: 

 

In 2012, poet Suzanne Steele and composer Jeffrey Ryan collaborated on Afghanistan: Requiem 

for a Generation, a major oratorio commissioned by the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and 

One Yellow Rabbit, setting Steele’s original writings as Canada’s war poet in Afghanistan. He’s 

Come Home Again is drawn from the Requiem’s Sanctus movement. As the music marches 

ceremoniously forward, Steele’s poem observes the repatriation of a soldier’s body, poignantly 

contrasting images of spring and new life with the realities of life in war and the soldier’s last 

moments. The final lines reflect the new reality of those left behind, their lives forever changed, 

the future they imagined now unattainable.  

 

He’s Come Home Again 
Suzanne Steele 

 

He’s come home again 

 

Sweet sting, prairie Spring, he’s come home again 

Moon-dust Afghanistan washed from his body, his face 

A fine Chinook blessed him with soft rain 

Prairie rain pushing silver, blue, flax opening again 

Blades of grass, the fox feathering 

New born Pasque, brown hawks circling, conquering earth, sky as once he traversed 

Fatigue, despair, ricochet, near miss, glanced bullet, 

Heat, KAF’s putrid, poison, lousy air. 

 

His left right left into wire spider trap 

Afghan winter, his last 

That boy tried so hard to inhale, breathe, 

Hang on to Spring, hang on to Home.  

O now comes the petalling 

Now comes their shattering—season forever emptying. 

Now comes the never shall be. 
 

Text ©2012 Suzanne Steele. Used with permission. 



Per
us

al 
Cop

y
&
?

&
?

87

87

87

87

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

sop

vc

1 ∑

∑

Œ œœ œ jœœ œ œ
>̇ .œ

q»•¢ Brightly

F

∑

∑

œ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ# œ#
˙ .œ

∑

∑

Œ œœbn œ jœœb œ œn
˙n > .œ

q»§£ sub. Darkening rit. to

P

∑

∑

œ œb œb œ œ œœb œb œ Jœ
˙ .œ

Œ Œ œ œb3

He's come

Œ ˙

..˙̇
∑

q»¢• F

p

p

˙bU œ œb
home a

.˙U

..˙̇U

∑U

p F

-

&
?

&
?

42

42

42

42

sop

vc

7 ˙b
gain.

∑

∑
∑

p Œ œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œ œ œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œbU œ> . .œb Jœ ‰ œb œb œ œb Œ œb œ
3

3

Sweet sting, prai rie Spring, he's come

W
U

∑U

œb œ œb WWWWW
U

Senza misura, freely and expressively
A F p p p

(hold through measure)

p

(hold through measure)
p

-

He's Come Home Again music by Jeffrey Ryanpoetry by Suzanne Steele

poetry ©2012 Suzanne Steele / music ©2012 Jeffrey Ryan
Trio version ©2016

for soprano, violoncello and piano
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