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Performance notes 
 
Total performance time ca. 6:00 
 

 
 

1/4-tone flat 

 
 

1/4-tone sharp 

 
 

3/4-tone sharp 

 
 

Bend pitch 

 
 

Give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress 
  

Suggested special and alternate fingerings are given in the score; others may also be possible. 
 
 

Other performance notes are given as required in the score. 
 
 
Programme note 
 
Luminous Blue Variables are rare, short-lived, supergiant stars. They emit far more light than most stars, but 
they are also highly unstable, prone to sudden outbursts and eruptions during which they lose significant 
amounts of mass. In this short work for alto saxophone, rapidly changing colour fingerings and blues scales are 
used to create music that shimmers and sparkles, with sudden bursts of energy that give way to more lyrical 
moments and a central turn into introspective darkness. 
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