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Performance notes: 
 
Total performance time ca. 3:15. 
 
The high woodblock is optional. 
 

 note ends with a breath accent. 

 
Programme Note: 
 
Lux is a short work for youth choir adapted from the Lux Aeterna movement from Suzanne Steele and 
Jeffrey Ryan's oratorio Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation. Rather than using the traditional Latin 
Requiem text, Steele's poetry casts this movement as birds that fly in one at a time until they become a 
joyous flock, beginning in English with the blackbird, transforming briefly to Latin for their scientific 
designations, then to Pashto for many bird species common in Afghanistan. The flock coalesces around 
the central word "Lux" ("Light") before the birds fly out in reverse order. Ryan's setting for youth choir 
treats this flurry of avian activity as a children's game, a source of light and play in the midst of conflict. 
 
The original Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation was commissioned by the Calgary Philharmonic 
Orchestra in partnership with One Yellow Rabbit, with the generous support of the Canada Council for 
the Arts, and residency assistance from the Banff Centre for the Arts. Lux is dedicated to Catherine 
Glaser-Climie, whose Cantaré Children's Choir singers were the birds of light in the oratorio's premiere. 

 
Lux 

(Suzanne Steele) 
(birds fly in, one by one, in English, then Latin, then Pashto, circle, then fly out in reverse order) 

 
Blackbird 

Raven 
Corvus corax (=common raven) 

Corvus frugilegus (=rook), 
Corvus splendens (=Asian house crow) 

Wooroogh (=raven), 
Merghray (=sparrow) 
Hudhud (=lapwing) 
Tootee (=parakeet) 

Shintaghay (=blue tit) 
Qamargwulay (=nuthatch) 
Wayendookay (=babbler) 

Tootee (=parakeet) 
Wotowaat (=martin) 
Gobakah (=magpie) 
Gulsar (=rose finch) 
Sayrah (=gold finch) 
Bulbul (=nightingale) 

Mashay khoroonkay (=nightjar) 
Lux (=Light) 

 
Text ©2012 Suzanne Steele. Used with permission. 
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Lux
for SSA youth choir, woodblock and piano

music by Je!rey Ryanwords by Suzanne Steele

words ©2012 Suzanne Steele/music ©2012 Jeffrey Ryan
This arrangement ©2017 Jeffrey Ryan

to Catherine Glaser-Climie 
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