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Instrumentation: 
 
2 flutes (2nd doubling piccolo) 
2 oboes 
2 Bb clarinets 
2 bassoons 
2 horns in F (both doubling C4-C5 pitch pipes) 
2 Bb trumpets (both doubling C4-C5 or F4-F5 pitch pipes) 
2 percussion: 

I II 
marimba gong (tuned to D4) 

vibraphone chimes (share with I) 
glockenspiel (near vibes) snare drum 

gong (tuned to Bb4) 2 tom toms (med/low) 
chimes (share with II) tenor drum 

tenor drum bass drum 
lion's roar (near tenor drum) tam tam (large) 

tam tam (large)  
suspended cymbal  

piano 
strings (minimum 6/6/4/4/2) 
 
 
Performance notes: 
 
Score in C; all parts are written as sounding except for piccolo, sounding one octave higher; 
glockenspiel, sounding two octaves higher; and contrabass, sounding one octave lower regardless 
of clef. 
 
All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration 
greater than a quarter note are notated with an opening eighth note along with the required 
duration. 
 
Measure 1: Conductor gives numbered cues to indicate changes. Cue #2 initiates the decrescendo 
in winds/brass/piano; cue #3 initiates the slower/shorter patterns in these instruments as well as 
the decrescendo in the moving strings; cue #4 slows the strings while allowing the winds and 
brass to slow and complete their patterns ad lib; cue #5 should be given once the winds resolve 
into the sustained C#/Eb, allowing the strings and piano time to slow into the downbeat of 
measure 2, where metred time begins. The entire sense of this section should be one of chaos 
which grinds to a virtual halt as the density decreases to the C#/Eb resolution, then the music 
glissandos from the middle register to the outer registers. 
 
Total performance time c. 12' 
 
 
Programme note: 
 
"Pangaea" is the name of the ancient theoretical single landmass which, over millions of years, 
split apart into the continents. To me, Pangaea provides a metaphor for the compositional process. 
As Pangaea contained the potential for the Earth we know, so the full palette of musical 
possibilities contains the potential for every piece of music. As inspirations rise to the surface, 
choices are made, and ideas are moved around, a score evolves. Yet that score is itself a 
"Pangaea"— only potential music, to be set into motion by the performers. The orchestral 
Pangaea journeys from the opening mass of dense sound to climactic fortissimo chords which 
explode into a final unison A—the orchestra's tuning pitch. 
 
Pangaea was commissioned by Esprit Orchestra with the assistance of the Ontario Arts 
Council, and received its première performance November 19, 1995, in the Jane Mallett Theatre 
in Toronto's St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, with Alex Pauk conducting. 
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** In this passage (to m.103), gliss full length
of fingerboard, but do not play open E.
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