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Instrumentation 

 
2 flutes 

2 oboes 

2 Bb clarinets 

2 bassoons 

 

4 horns in F 

2 trumpets in C 

3 trombones (2 tenor, 1 bass) 

 

timpani 

percussion (one player): 

 vibraphone, glockenspiel, large tam-tam, 3 tom-toms (h/m/l), bass drum 

 

strings (at least 88642) 

 

 

 

Performance notes: 

 
Total performance time ca. 12'00". 

 

Score in C. All instruments sound as written, except for contrabass (sounding one octave lower) and glockenspiel (sounding two 

octaves higher). 

 

note ends with a breath accent for winds; no bow change for strings. 

 

All glissandi begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a quarter note are notated with an 

opening eighth note along with the required duration. Stems are added for clarity when needed. Strings, note that some glissandi end 

under the same bow, while others have a bow change at the arrival note. 

 

Other performance notes are given as required in the score and/or part. 

 

 

 

Programme note: 

 
And the water, because it sings 

a song so old no one remembers it, 

drags its beauty slowly.… 

(from Water by Patrick Lane) 

 

I keep a file of poems whose words and imagery speak music to me. Patrick Lane's evocative Water, from his collection The Bare 

Plum of Winter Rain, has been in that file for a long time. When Tania Miller, Music Director of the Victoria Symphony, invited me 

to write a new work for her final season and to connect that work to a British Columbia writer, the opportunity I had been waiting for 

finally arrived. 

 

Lane's poem speaks of the beauty and pain of being water, and how we can hear it if we really listen. Water's "old song" reminds us 

that water has existed for a very long time, changing form, but neither created nor destroyed, even going back to Earth's original 

superocean Panthalassa, whose water is the same water on Earth today. Our planet's history is contained in water. The way that water 

flows and transforms, singing its old song and conveying that history, was the image uppermost in my imagination every time I put 

pencil to manuscript paper. 

 

The music of Panthalassa (Water, Because It Sings) begins with a single drop, quickly joined by more and more drops, building in 

density, rising and subsiding in a series of ever-bigger waves, evaporating into the air then returning to the ground, becoming a creek, 

a river, an ocean. It is constantly in motion at some level, but moving at different speeds simultaneously in the way that even water 

that seems still has only the illusion of stillness. In a climactic moment, we are completely submerged in water, becoming a part of 

water, looking out from within water, until another wave lifts us up again and drives forward in a torrent. As the music nears its close, 

it returns to that single drop, the drop that started it all, the drop we might have followed through the whole piece, the drop that might 

have been each of us merging with others into something bigger. 

 

Panthalassa (Water, Because It Sings) was commissioned by the Victoria Symphony with assistance from the Victoria Foundation 

Hugh Davidson Fund, and is dedicated to Tania Miller. 
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ṗ

.ṗ
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ṗ

‰ Jœ
p

˙

205

˙ œ œ









œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œ 

œ œ œn œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œb  œ œ œ œb

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ 

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ#  œ œ œ œ#

Œ œp œ œ œ œ œ œF
6

Œ
œp œ œ œ œ œ œF

6

Œ œb p œ œ œ œ œ œF

6

Œ
œp œ œ œ œ œ œF

6





œb
p

œ œ œ œ œ œ
F

œ œ œ œ
p6

œ
p

œ œ œ œ œ œ
F

œ œ œ œ
p6

œ
p

œ œ œ œ œ œ
F

œ œ œ œ
p6

œ
F

œ œ œ œ œ



.œ
‰

œ>Ç
œvF

jœ
‰

œ>Ç
œ œvF

‰ jœ>Ç
œ œ œvF

œ ‰ Jœ>
Ç

œ œ̂
F

206

˙
‰ J

œ>

Ç

30



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

&

&

&

B

?

?

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

3

4

1

2

1

2

Btrb

Timp

Perc

Fl

Ob

Bb Cl

Bn

F Hn

C Tpt

Vn I

Vn II

Va

Vc

Cb

Trb









œ œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œb œ 

œ œ œn œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œb  œ œ œ œb
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ 

œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ#  œ œ œ œ#

œ œ œ œp
Œ

œ œ œ œp
Œ

œ œb œ œp
Œ

œ œ œ œp
Œ











œ
p

œ œ œ œ œ



Ó
œp

Œ ‰ jœp œ

Œ
ṗ
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œœ œœ# æ Œ
p

œ œæ Œ
p

œ# æ œæ
slower

p
Œ



œæ œæ
slower

p
Œ



˙ Œ

œæ œæ
slower

p
Œ



œæ
slower

p
œnon-trem.



Œ

œb æ
slower

p
œ
non-trem.



Œ

283

œœbæ
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œ# œ œ# Œ







.˙#
solo (with fl1/bn1)
espr.





œ .œ# œ Œ





















œœ#
q

p
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� œœ


œœp

œ


œ œp

œ#


œ œp

œ
q

p � � � � � � � œ


œp
œ œ œ

p

œ œ œp
œ œ œ

p

œ œ œ
p

290

œœ œœ œœ
p

46



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

&

&

&

&

&

&

B

?

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

ã

&

&

&

&

B

B

?

?

?

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

42

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1/2

3/4

1

2

1

2

Btrb

Timp

Perc

Fl

Ob

Bb Cl

Bn

C Tpt

Vn I

Vn II

Va

Vc

Cb

F Hn

Trb

Y

‰ Jœ#
( P )

œ#







.œ
P Jœ



œ#
( P )

œ .œ#



















œ

BASS DR.
press with wetted thumb
(or superball on stick)

p

improvise groans, varying lengths, 
with free silences between

rœ


 ‰ Œ.Jœ 
Œ

œ


jœ
‰ ‰3

jœ


‰ Œ

œ


Œ

œ


jœ ‰ ‰3

̇

˙


˙


291

˙̇


Jœ .œ







œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ#
5



œ œ#





























jœ ‰ ‰ Œ3



œ ‰ jœb


292

œ ‰ Œ3

˙

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ
5







œ œ# œ



œ# œ# œ œ œ .œ œ
5



















Œ Œ rœ#


5Œ ‰ œ


œ
5

Œ 
œ



5

Œ ‰ .
œ


œ#

5

Œ ‰ .jœ


5

Œ œ


jœ


œ œ
3

‰ œ


œ œ
3

˙

293

˙
(  )

˙

.œ œ# œ







œ .œ œ#



˙#



















rœ#
 ‰ Œ.Jœ 

Œ

œ jœ
‰ ‰3

jœ ‰ Œ

œ
Œ

œ jœ ‰ ‰3

˙

˙

˙

294

˙̇

œ œ .œ







œ œ# œ# œ œ œ
5



œ# œ œ œ œ œ
5





























jœ ‰ ‰ Œ3



œ ‰ jœb

295

œ ‰ Œ3

˙

Jœ ‰ œ







Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ#



Jœ ‰ 
.Jœ#



















Œ Œ rœ#


5Œ ‰ œ


œ
5

Œ 
œ



5

Œ ‰ .
œ


œ#

5

Œ ‰ .jœ


5

Œ œ


jœ


œ œ
3

‰ œ


œ œ
3

˙

296

˙̇

œ œ œ







œ# œ œ# œ#



œ# œ# œ œ œ œ .œ
5



















rœ#
 ‰ Œ.Jœ 

Œ

œ jœ
‰ ‰3

jœ ‰ Œ

œ
Œ

œ jœ ‰ ‰3

˙

˙

˙

297

˙̇

47



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

&

&

&

&

&

&

B

?

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

ã

&

&

&

&

B

B

?

?

?

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

89

89

89

89

89

89

89

89

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1/2

3/4

1

2

1

2

Btrb

Timp

Perc

Fl

Ob

Bb Cl

Bn

C Tpt

Vn I

Vn II

Va

Vc

Cb

F Hn

Trb

œ œ œ œ œ œ
5







œ .œ# œ œ#



œ# œ# œ





























jœ ‰ ‰ Œ3



œ ‰ jœb

298

œ ‰ Œ3

˙

œ Œ



‰ .œsolo





œ Œ



œ Œ



















Œ Œ rœ#


5Œ ‰ œ


œ
5

Œ 

œ


5

Œ ‰ .
œ


œ#

5

Œ ‰ .jœ


5

Œ œ


jœ


œ œ
3

‰ œ


œ œ
3

˙

299

˙̇

œ œ .œ



œ
P

œ#



œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ
5



˙#



















˙# ˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

300

˙̇

(end)

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ#
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œ
p

œb œ œ œb œ œb œ œb vf
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Ó
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f
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med. mallets

Ó œ

TAM-TAM
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F
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do not let ring
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Trb
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Œ
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con sord.

..œœP p
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con sord.

..œœP p
œ
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harmon, stem in

.œ
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œb
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p

harmon, stem in

.œ
P p

œb
p

con sord. .œ
P p

œb
p

con sord. .œ
P p

œ
p

con sord. .œ
P p
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Senza misura

X(conductor cues) ca. 12"

Vn/Va/Vc: play any or all of these artificial harmonics, in random order ad lib. Vary the held 
length between 1/2 to 1 second, with some separation between notes. Play independently 
(do not synchronise). Continue until next conductor cue. Effect is of a shimmering cloud.



U



U



U



U



U



U

WU



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U

œ

BASS DR.
wire brush in slow
circles on drumhead



œo ,



tutti œo , œo ,œo , œo ,

œo ,



tutti
œo , œo ,œo , œo ,

œo ,



tutti œo , œo ,œo , œo ,

œo ,



tutti œo , œo ,œo , œo ,
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Per
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al 
Cop

y

&

&

&

&

&

&

?

?

&

&

&

&

?

?

?

?

ã

&

&

&

&

?

1

2

1

2

1

2

1

2

1/2

3/4

1

2

1

2

Btrb

Timp

Perc

Fl

Ob

Bb Cl

Bn

C Tpt

Vn I

Vn II

Va

Vc

Cb

F Hn

Trb

gl. gl. gl.

gl. gl. gl.

gl.gl.
gl.

gl.gl. gl.

gl. gl. gl.

gl.
gl.

gl.

gl. gl. gl.

gl.
gl.

gl.

ca. 6"
X X X X
1 2 3 4

vcvavnII
cl/bn
vnI

(about 1" apart)



U



U



U



U

wU
p



U

Jœ


U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U

¿.



jeté (approximate pitches, non-harm.)

�. �. �. �.
, ¿. �. �. �. �.

, ¿. �. �. �. �.
,

sim. descending to

¿.



jeté (approximate pitches, non-harm.)

�. �. �. �.
, ¿. �. �. �. �.

, ¿. �. �. �. �.
,

sim. descending to

¿.



jeté (approximate pitches, non-harm.)

�. �. �. �.
, ¿. �. �. �. �.

, ¿. �. �. �. �.
,

sim. descending to

¿.



jeté (approximate pitches, non-harm.)

�. �. �. �.
, ¿. �. �. �. �.

, ¿. �. �. �. �.
,

sim. descending to
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U

ca. 12"
X XX XX

1 2 3 4 5

vnII va vc (cutoff flutes)

(about 1" apart)

fl/cl,
vnI

wUo

p
ÓU

wUo

p
ÓU



U



U

Jœ 

U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U

J¿
pizz.

p J¿ J¿
sim. descend to bottom of range,
each gliss. getting longer and slower ÓU

n.

J¿
pizz.

p J¿ J¿
sim. descend to bottom of range,
each gliss. getting longer and slower ÓU

n.

J¿
pizz.

p
J¿ J¿

sim. descend to bottom of range,
each gliss. getting longer and slower ÓU

n.

B

J¿
pizz.

p J¿ J¿
sim. descend to bottom of range,
each gliss. getting longer and slower



?
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U

ca. 10"
X X(cutoff)

(catch very end
 of cello gliss.)



U



U



U



U



U



U



U



U

·
(one breath)

p

air only
a2

open

Ó .U


·
(one breath)

p

air only
a2

open

Ó .U


¿
air only

fast as possible,
start on cue

p

open

¿ ¿b ¿ ¿b ¿ ¿#


U

¿
air only

fast as possible,
start on cue

p

open

¿ ¿b ¿ ¿b ¿ ¿#


U

·
(one breath)

p

air only,
seventh positionopen

ÓU


·
(one breath)

p

air only,
seventh positionopen

ÓU


·b
(one breath)

p

air only,
seventh positionopen

ÓU



¿
scrub drumhead
with wire brush

p
¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿



U

œ
U



TAM-TAM
tam-tam beater (let ring to cutoff)



U



U



U



U
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U



div. (hold to cutoff)(arco)
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