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Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation 
music by Jeffrey Ryan 

words by Suzanne Steele 
based on her original writings and experiences 

 
 

I: Requiem Aeternam soloists, chorus 1 
 

II: Kyrie T solo, chorus, children’s chorus 52 
 

III: Die Irae soloists, chorus 76 
 

IV: Offertorium M solo, soloists, chorus 104 
 

V: Sanctus S solo, chorus (men), children’s chorus 119 
 

VI: Agnus Dei TB solo, double chorus a cappella 132 
 

VII: Lux Aeterna children’s chorus 134 
 

VIII: Libera Me S solo, B solo, soloists, chorus 148 
 

IX: In Paradisum all singers 173 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Instrumentation 

 
2 flutes (2nd doubling piccolo) 

2 oboes (2nd doubling English horn) 
2 Bb clarinets (2nd doubling Bb bass clarinet) 

2 bassoons 
 

4 horns in F 
2 trumpets in C 

3 trombones (2 tenor, 1 bass) 
tuba 

 
timpani 

2 percussion: 
1 2 

vibraphone marimba 
chimes glockenspiel 

4 tom-toms bass drum 
snare drum snare drum (separate from perc 1) 

small tam-tam tambourine (next to snare) 
2 metal 8" or 9" cake pans large tam-tam 

whip sizzle cymbal 
med. wood block anvil 

 2 brake drums (see note movt. IX) 
 bell tree 
 jingle bells 

 
harp 

 
SMTB soloists 

SSAA children’s chorus 
SATB chorus 

 
orchestral strings 
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General performance notes: 
 
Total performance time ca. 60 minutes. 
 
Score in C. All instruments sound as written, except for piccolo (sounding one octave higher), contrabass (sounding one octave lower) 
and glockenspiel (sounding two octaves higher); harp harmonics sound one octave higher. 
 
In the score, CHOR indicates SATB chorus; CCHOR indicates SSAA children’s chorus.  
 
Texts are primarily in English and French, with some Latin (taken from the traditional Requiem Mass) and Pashto. 
 
In senza misura sections, accidentals hold for each beamed grouping and through ties. In most cases, a metronome marking is given 
but should be taken as a general guideline only. Approximate timings are indicated at the end of each senza misura section. 

 note ends with a breath accent for voices and winds; no bow change in strings. 

 give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress. 
 
All glissandi should begin immediately after the first pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration greater than a quarter note are notated 
with an opening eighth note along with the required duration. 
 
Strings: s.p.=sul ponticello; s.t.=sul tasto; c.l.b.=col legno battuto 
 
Other performance notes are given as needed in the score/parts. 
 
Programme Note: 
 
Most of us, certainly those of us in North America, experience war from a safe distance, through what we see on television and read in 
the media, while the reality of war happens far away. Poet Suzanne Steele, however, gained a unique firsthand perspective on war. As 
Canada’s first War Poet, Steele joined the 1st Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in 2009 during the war in 
Afghanistan, documenting her experiences in her poetry and at warpoet.ca. She saw the fear, the belief, and the sacrifice. She met 
people who did not come home alive. She met people who did come home, but broken, to a life shattered by post-traumatic stress 
disorder. She met their families, mourning, powerless. Her writings and experiences—stories we do not see on television or read in the 
media—provide the foundation for this hour-long concert work by Canadian composer Jeffrey Ryan. 
 
Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation is scored for four soloists, adult and children’s choruses, and orchestra. There is a centuries-
long tradition of setting the Catholic Mass and Requiem texts to music, which over time expanded from a purely liturgical context to 
the concert hall. Though a listener familiar with the Requiems of Mozart, Verdi, and Fauré will recognise the titles and overall shape 
of its nine movements, Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation uses very little of the traditional Latin text, in excerpts chosen to 
highlight Steele’s powerful and vivid contemporary poetry in English, French, and the Afghan language Pashto. 
 
Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation opens with an evocation of the space and calm of the North, and a prayer for healing lifted 
up to the starry night sky of the winter solstice. It quickly comes back to earth, and to Afghanistan, with the fractured memories of a 
soldier suffering from PTSD, living in the present but tortured by the past, the sound of helicopters ringing in his ears. As the work 
unfolds, a young soldier writes home during a cold Afghan night, the voices of parents and children echoing in his mind. In the Day of 
Wrath, apprehension turns to catastrophe seen first in slow motion, gradually speeding up to real time as a soldier, critically injured by 
an Improvised Explosive Device, is airlifted to emergency care. A lover mourns. A soldier is killed two days before the tour of duty 
ends. A body returns home. Two soldiers tell their story of a lamb. Children play, voices of light evoking a flock of birds flying freely 
overhead. A medic is overwhelmed by mounting casualties. A soldier seeks to be made whole again. In the final movement, the choir 
looks to an unknown future as the soloists remember past sacrifices, all coming together in a closing appeal for rest and peace. 
 
Almost every generation has its war (or wars) that it carries as a scar forever. For Steele, this work is “a love letter. Not just to one 
person…but to each of us, to our country, and to a generation that will be paying for this war emotionally or financially (looking after 
the injured and next of kin) for another generation.” Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation marks one particular war for one 
particular generation, but its message is universal and timeless. 
 
Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation was commissioned by the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra in partnership with One Yellow 
Rabbit, with the generous support of the Canada Council for the Arts, and residency assistance from the Banff Centre for the Arts.  

 
Programme note by Jeffrey Ryan 
 

Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation 
 

Premiered by the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Calgary Philharmonic Chorus, Cantaré Children’s Chorus, 

soprano Zorana Sadiq, mezzo-soprano Rebecca Hass, 
tenor Benjamin Butterfield, and baritone Tyler Duncan 
under the direction of Music Director Roberto Minczuk 

 
on November 10, 2012, at Jack Singer Concert Hall, 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
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Afghanistan: Requiem for a Generation 
(words by Suzanne Steele) 

 
I Requiem aeternam  (Prologue Elk Island) 
 
Soloists: 
Soprano (a healer): 
Winter moon, winter stars 
Seeded like pomegranate 
Phosphorus flecks Elk Island sky 
Stars frag silver, gold, winter night, 
Lapis lazuli 
 
Mezzo (a lover): 
O land, mon pays, my country  
Return my beloved return my love 
Lost heart, lost head, his beauty 
Sharded, si mort, so dead 
Through dust, with ash, in war 
Relentless sand, Afghanistan. 
 
Soprano/Mezzo: 
Who made this, You? How could you 
Turn a hand towards them then against— 
Storks, roses, children, mothers, lovers 
What happens in your desert Afghanistan,  
the dust, the sand, the sand, Afghanistan? 
 
Baritone (a soldier with PTSD): 
O Christ the sun, the sun,  
I’m split, I’m done 
Embered jaw, dead frost, frozen fog 
Crack my pinks my blues 
Broken hips, broken back 
I want them back I want them back 
My dead my dead my dead my dead my dead 
O Christ I want them back 
 
Tenor (another soldier): 
Wolf! Un loup traverse le lac. 
Qu’il est beau comme la patience 
Qu’il est beau comme la fidélité 
Qu’il est beau comme vous… 
 
Baritone: 
The sand the sand the sand 
I live I’m dead I’m skinned alive 
The gouging sun my eyes I’m blind 
I fall I fail I’m done I’m damned 
 
Who’s who? Who’s who? 
Les étoiles, la lune? 
 
Soprano/Tenor:  
North, le sud, East, l’ouest 
 
Baritone: 
An axe my life it splits my skull is bashed a rusty axe 
and Christ is in the seasoned wood my axe is dull o 
God they hide 
 
Mezzo:  
Qui est-ce? Who hides where my love, who? 
 
Baritone:  
Behind the bush, they stealth they stalk, 
God help me 
 
Mezzo: 
I’m tracking you, I’ve got your back 
I’ll hold, I’ll bear, I’ll track you, 
Help you, hold, I’ll bear you 
See you through, never abandon you 
 
Baritone: 
Which way? I’m blind 
Come on boys, BOYS! Let’s go! Go! Go! 
 
Mezzo: 
Attend mon beau, sois tranquille 
You’re home, Elk Island, new fallen snow 
not sand, patience love, my faith holds you 
safe I’ll bring you home from Afghanistan 
 
Baritone: 
Remember them not me: Scott, Doggy Boy, 
Andrews, Andrews! McTodd, my old 
comrade Johnny V 

Chorus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requiem aeternam dona eis 
Requiem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Et lux perpetua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exaudi orationem meam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Break icy trail patrol the stroll the heat the 
IEDs the RPGs ambush ambush ambush alley, 
martyr hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Le nord, south, l’est, west 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requiem aeternam dona eis 
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(Baritone): 
I said “I’ll bring you home alive.” 
You died. I blame. I am guilt. I am shame. I am pain. 
Remember them. Not me  
 
Mezzo: 
Sois tranquille mon beau, mon amour, 
Love, silent as wolf tracks in new snow, this winter 
solstice, delicious as our bed  
my man let me carry you through the longest night, 
bring you home 
from the dead, love, our bodies 
generous, so generous is love  
after war. 
 
Look above! Raven! Corvus corax! 
 
Baritone:  
Andrews! Un corbeau! Andrews! Alive! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South, West, North, East 

 
 
ll Kyrie 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tenor Soloist: 
Dear mom, cher papa, cold, I’m cold, que j’ai froid, si 
froid, o maman o papa, chère, cher, dear mother, dear 
pa, it’s hailing here, it’s raining ice it’s raining cold, 
qu’il fait froid, we hunker here by smoking stoves, we 
hunker here, the food, our heads, nos coeurs sont froid, 
our beds, nos lits sont froids, so cold, we’re missing 
home, the winter blaze, le feu d’hiver, le feu de la 
famille, home’s winter fire so far from us, the only heat 
is on patrol, the stroll, et maintenant le danger est notre 
feu, o mother, cher papa, I’m so damned cold, que j’ai 
froid. Maman, Dad, it’s so damned cold. 
 

Children’s Chorus:  
Kyrie eleison 
Kyrie eleison 
Kyrie eleison 
 
Chorus: 
O my son, o my daughter,  
o mon fils, o ma fille,  
Can you hear me?  
Peux-tu m’entendre?  
 
 
Children’s Chorus: 
Zeh ḍer yakh yem 
 (=I am very cold) 
 
Chorus/Children’s Chorus: 
Christe 
Kyrie 
Christe 
 
Children’s Chorus: 
Christe eleison 
 
Chorus: 
O ma fille, o mon fils, 
o my daughter, o my son 

 
 
III Dies Irae 
(a soldier is critically injured by an Improvised Explosive Device) 
 

Soprano/Mezzo: 
T Triple C tourniquet 9 line  
Role 3 jet to Germany 
Fight! 
 
Soldier 
Breathe 
 
Smash 
Bloody grab 
 
02 Sats  
9 liner 9 liner 
 
 
 
Breathe 
Breathe 
 
Hang on Hang on son 
Breathe 
Breathe 
 
 
 
Hang on! 
 
 
O God, John! 

Tenor/Baritone: 
T Triple C tourniquet 9-line  
Role 3 jet to Germany 
Fight! Soldier, fight! 
Breathe hang on to tubes and 
wires not twisted trips dust, cobra 
traps lash smash bloody grab 
blast 
Hideous misstep fuck IED 
fucking fucking IED limbs bleed 
out almost gone O2 Sats, chatter 
radio net radio net 
Wheeze life support not Apache 
fast air Chinook fast air over 
KAF out of there 
 
Hang on breathe hang on son 
Son 
Son! 
We wait we wait, will to live 
Will you to live will you live 
Hang on son hang on you’re 
almost gone breathe son breathe 
over the red desert you’re almost 
gone 
Hang on son  
Hang on! 
 
O God, John! 

Chorus: 
Fight! 
Fight! 
Fight! 
 
 
 
 
 
Blast 
Hideous misstep 
9 liner 9 liner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wait will to live will you to 
live will you live 
 
 
 
 
Hang on! 
 
 
Dies irae, dies illa 
Solvet saeclum in favilla 
Mors stupebit et natura 
Cum resurget creatura 
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IV Offertorium 
 
Mezzo: 
De profundo lacu, so dark, so silent, 
This Bottomless lake, I wait, I wait 
Grief holds beneath the ice, this black lake,  
I wait for you my beloved, I wait 
Cannot breathe the thousand deaths of who you 
were, who you are, unrecognizable, a thousand 
petals, a thousand kisses fall, a thousand cries  
Hold me down grief, drown me grief, drown me 
force my face beneath this icy sheet,  
God have mercy that I live without you in you 
silence, you darkness, bottomless lake, 
O were I were dead with you death 
As I am dead, dead with you in this death 
Libera animas omnium fidelium defunctorum  
de poenis inferni et de profundo lacu 
 
Soprano/Mezzo/Tenor/Baritone soloists: 
Libera animas omnium fidelium defunctorum  
de poenis inferni et de profundo lacu 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chorus: 
If we could give you two days, just two days, 
Those two,  
Si nous pouvions te donner deux jours, seulement, 
Ces deux-là. 
We have so many days 
Car nous avons assez de jours 
Too many days, trop de jours 
If we could give you, if only we could give you  
Two days, ma fille, two days, my son, two more, 
We’d forfeit, si je pouvais, give them all, si nous 
pouvions, to you, si on pouvait, for you 
Deux jours, to live just two more days, those two, 
Those days without you, my daughter, mon fils, 
Car sans toi il y a trop de jours, too many days, 
My daughter, ma fille, my son, mon fils, 
Too many days without you, san toi. 

 
 
V Sanctus 
      
Children’s chorus: 
If metal rain made blossoms 
Then desert birds would sing again. 
 
Chorus (men): 
Sanctus 
Sanctus 
Sanctus 
 
Soprano soloist: 
He’s come home again 
 
Sweet sting, prairie Spring, he’s come home again 
Moon-dust Afghanistan washed from his body, his face 
A fine Chinook blessed him with soft rain 
Prairie rain pushing silver, blue, flax opening again 
Blades of grass, the fox feathering 
New born Pasque, brown hawks circling, conquering earth, 
sky as once he traversed 
Fatigue, despair, ricochet, near miss, glanced bullet, 
Heat, KAF’s putrid, poison, lousy air. 
 
His left right left into wire spider trap 
Afghan winter, his last 
That boy tried so hard to inhale, breathe, 
Hang on to Spring, hang on to Home.  
O now comes the petalling 
Now comes their shattering—season forever emptying. 
Now comes the never shall be. 
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VI Agnus Dei 

 
Chorus: 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona eis requiem sempiternam 
 
Tenor/Baritone soloists (spoken over chorus): 
Baritone: Recci 
Tenor: Outside the wire. 
Baritone: Waaay outside the wire. 
Tenor: Me and my fire team partner.  
Baritone: Thirty days. 40 degrees Celsius. Uniforms stiff with salt, sweat. Nothing to drink but stale 
CamelBak water. Water so stale we add orange crystals, force ourselves to drink, puke anyway.  
Tenor: Nothing to eat but cold rations. We live off adrenaline, stale smokes, beef jerky and chew. 
Baritone: Radio’d back after Andrews died. We follow empty tracks. A farmer’s path. Our Coyote treads 
sand like water. Eyes on, eyes on, for piles of rubble. Sticks. Pebbles. Fresh dug earth. 
Tenor: “Beware the normal and the presence of the abnormal.” 
Baritone: We cross a mountain pass, see an old farmer. Woolly hat. Woolly beard. Man jams. Walking two 
skinny lambs tied to him. One white. One black.  
Tenor: “You thinking what I’m thinking?” I ask buddy.  
Baritone: We stop, cock weapons, get ready to rock and roll.  
Tenor: I approach the old man. His arms open wide. He knows the routine. 
Baritone: Asaleem Alla’com old man.  
Tenor: Taso chearta zai? Where are you heading?  
Baritone: Three tours in the sandbox my fire team partner’s Pashto’s pretty good. 
Tenor: The old guy points to the village we’ve had eyes on for the past month. Pattern of life. Our Coyote 
hidden in half-shot grape huts. Covered with vines. Leaves. Palm fronds. 
Baritone: We search him. No wires. Not even a cell phone. We let him go.  
Tenor: “Aya taso ghuwary chea ranisi da pasa ghushi?” “You want to buy a lamb?” 
Baritone: Ask him how much.  
Tenor: I bargain for the small black lamb. These guys love the deal. And so do we. 
Baritone: So I hand him a fist of American dollars. Shake hands. Then the old man pulls out a rusty knife. 
Picks the black lamb up by its scruff, draws the blade across its throat. But the knife is dull. It takes half a 
dozen cuts. The lamb bawls, struggles, spasms to death, but the old guy’s done it a thousand times. Hands it 
to us by the lamb’s back feet. Blood soaks the red dust. The old guy wanders off. 
Tenor: And it’s getting cold. We recce a spot where we can hide the Coyote at night. Take watch while the 
other guy sleeps. Nobody around, so we light a fire. I pry the grill off the Coyote. And buddy here, he’s a 
hunter back home, takes out his bayonet, peels back the skin of the lamb. Guts it. Butchers it.  
Baritone: We roast the lamb over the grill. Open an IMP, sprinkle packs of salt, pepper and Frank’s Red Hot 
sauce all over it. Grab huge chunks of BBQ’ed meat. A shank each. Swill it down with orange crystals in 
skunky water. Our faces greasy and smiling. 
Tenor: A blackbird flies in. Watches the scene. Flies off again. 
Tenor/Baritone: And you know what? It was the best damned meal I think I’ll ever eat. 
 
 
VII Lux Aeterna 
(birds fly in, one by one, in English, then Latin, then Pashto, circle, then fly out in reverse order) 
 
Children’s Chorus: 
Blackbird 
Raven 
Corvus corax (=common raven) 
Corvus frugilegus (=rook),  
Corvus splendens (=Asian house crow) 
Wooroogh (=raven),  
Merghray (=sparrow)  
Hudhud (=lapwing) 
Tootee (=parakeet) 
Shintaghay (=blue tit) 
Qamargwulay (=nuthatch) 
Wayendookay (=babbler)  
Tootee (=parakeet) 
Wotowaat (=martin) 
Gobakah (=magpie) 
Gulsar (=rose finch) 
Sayrah (=gold finch) 
Bulbul (=nightingale) 
Mashay khoroonkay (=nightjar) 
 
Lux (=Light) 
 



Per
us

al 
Cop

y

 

 

 
VIII Libera Me 
 

 
Soprano: 
Which one, which one, tell me, which one?  
Our boy bleeding out, almost gone, 
The broken child, the burnt, the blind,  
The mother in labour? Which one God help me,  
which one in this house of pain, I love them  
you see, all of them God help me  
 
 
Baritone: 
Somewhere the wolf is free 
Somewhere the stacked wood  
Somewhere the wind sweet is free 
Somewhere I am, somewhere I am me 
 
Somewhere the hawk,  
Somewhere the wild grass, the prairie 
Somewhere the mountains, the almond trees, 
Somewhere the river cool and green, 
Somewhere the moon, the sun, the winter stars 
Somewhere I am, somewhere I am me.  
 
Mezzo: 
Que tu es beau comme la patience 
Que tu es beau comme la fidélité 
Que tu es beau comme le loup 
 
Tenor: 
Libérez-les de la jalousie 
Libérez-les de l’envie 
Libérez-les de la honte et de la culpabilité 
Libérez-les de toutes les douleurs 
 
Baritone: 
Que je suis beau 
Que je suis beau 
 
Soprano: 
Libera me 
Libera me 
Libera me. God help me. 

Chorus: 
Libera 
 
Libera me 
 
 
 
 
Libera 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quando coeli movendi sunt et terra 
 
Dies magna 
Saeculum per ignem 
Tremens factus 
Libera 

 
 
IX In Paradisum 
            
 
 
 
Soloists: 
Ypres, the Somme, Vimy, 
Passchendaele, Hundred Days,  
Siberia, Hong Kong,  
Sicily, the spine of Italy, 
Ortona, Dieppe, Juno Beach, 
Normandy, Scheldt, Rhineland,  
Arnhem, Groningen, 
Kapyong, Medak Pocket 
 
In peace we’ll return 
 
Anaconda, Apollo,  
Mountain Thrust, 
Medusa, Panjwaii,  
Falcon’s Summit,  
Sangin, Achilles,  
Hoover, Moshtarak,  
Kandahar 
 
 
Chorus angelorum te suscipiat et cum Lazaro, 
quondam paupere, aeternam habeas requiem. 
 
Dona eis requiem 
Dona nobis requiem 

Children’s Chorus: 
In paradisum deducant te Angeli 
 
Chorus: 
I say lilacs are heavy flower. 
Your mother, sister, I, your lover, 
cut them this, your last spring before you go over. 
Hammer stalks, draw jars of cool, clean water. 
Place lilacs on all wish altars, 
that your portraits might inhale colour, 
sweet drifts of lilac smoke as you pack. 
Imprint, carry the lodestone of soft lilac. 
It will bring you home safe, 
 
whole, well enough to smell the incense of me, 
your lover, your mother, your children, your father. 
To smell, to see the incense of lilacs, 
to remember all of this: 
the cutting, the water, the placing, incantations, 
over and over again,  
Remember love, my love, the lilacs in spring. 
Our winter fire waits for you patiently, 
to come home to us, to come home to me. 
 

Chorus/Children’s chorus: 
Requiem 
 
Dona eis requiem 
Dona nobis requiem 

 
 
 

Based on the original writings and experiences of Suzanne Steele. 
©2012 Suzanne Steele. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
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NOTE: This passage, to the end of the movement, assumes a choral setup of SBTA 
(stage right to left). If the choir is arranged differently, divide the singers into four 
groups right to left and assign the lines accordingly so that the helicopter sound 
effect travels across the choir and back again.
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132
VI: Agnus Dei

B: Recci T: Outside the wire. B: Waaaay outside the wire. T: Me and my fire team partner. B: Thirty days. 40 degrees Celsius. Uniforms 
stiff with salt, sweat. Nothing to drink but stale CamelBak water. Water so stale we add orange crystals, force ourselves to drink,  

puke anyway. T: Nothing to eat but cold rations. We 
live off adrenaline, stale smokes, beef jerky and chew.

B: Radio’d back after Andrews died. We follow empty tracks. A farmer’s path. Our 
Coyote treads sand like water. Eyes on, eyes on, for piles of rubble. Sticks. Pebbles.

Fresh dug earth. T: “Beware the normal 
and the presence of the abnormal.”

B: We cross a mountain pass, see an old farmer. Woolly hat. Woolly beard. Man jams. Walking two 
skinny lambs tied to him. One white. One black. T: “You thinking what I'm thinking?” I ask buddy. 
B: We stop, cock weapons, get ready to rock and roll.

T: I approach the old man. His arms open wide. He knows the routine. B: Asaleem Alla’com old man. T: Taso chearta zai? Where are you
heading? B: Three tours in the sandbox my fire team partner’s Pashto’s pretty good. T: The old guy points to the village we've had eyes on 
for the past month. Pattern of life. Our Coyote hidden in half-shot grape huts. Covered with vines. Leaves. Palm fronds. B: We search him. 
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No wires. Not even a cell phone.
B: We let him go. T: “Aya taso ghuwary chea ranisi da pasa ghushi?” 
You want to buy a lamb? B: Ask him how much. T: I bargain for the 
small black lamb. These guys love the deal. And so do we.

B: So I hand him a fist of American
dollars. Shake hands. Then the old man 
pulls out a rusty knife, picks the black

lamb up by its scruff, draws the blade across its throat. But the knife is dull. It takes half a dozen cuts. The lamb bawls, 
struggles, spasms to death, but the old guy’s done it a thousand times. Hands it to us by the lamb’s back feet. Blood soaks the red dust. 

B: The old guy
wanders off.

T: And it's getting cold. We recce a spot where we can hide the Coyote at night. Take watch 
while the other guy sleeps. Nobody around, so we light a fire. I pry the grill off the Coyote. 
And buddy here, he’s a hunter back home, takes out his bayonet, peels back the skin of the

lamb. Guts it. Butchers it.
B: We roast the lamb over the grill. Open an IMP, sprinkle packs of salt, pepper and Frank’s Red Hot sauce all over it. Grab 
huge chunks of BBQ’d meat. A shank each. Swill it down with orange crystals in skunky water. Our faces greasy and smiling.

T: A blackbird flies in. Watches 
the scene. Flies off again.

T+B:
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