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Instrumentation
soprano, clarinet (Bb and A), 2 violins, viola, violoncello
Performance notes:

Total performance time ca. 22'

Score in C
A
r D note ends with a breath accent for clarinet; no bow.cha Or\strings

r give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stres

All glissandi should begin immediately after theWirst pitch is sounded; glissandi of duration

greater than a quarter note are notated with e eighth note along with the required
duration. Strings, note the distinction betwgen i that end with a bow change and those
that do not.

Other performance notes are givengs 1réd in the score and/or part.
Programme note: é
I first read Louise More &n's imepieces several years ago in an anthology of Canadian

women poets, and I k ately that one day I would set these vivid words to music. The
images in these fime,p , Written in the early twentieth century, are very much “of their time,”
nces transcend the limits of time, using clocks, sundials, and

In this setting for soprano, clarinet and string quartet, the voice and clarinet complement each
other, sometimes sounding together, sometimes finishing each other's thoughts; while the string
quartet provides a rich and colourful commentary, often based on the sound of chimes and the
patterns of clock mechanisms. The first poem introduces us to three different clocks that to me
represent three stages of life: the romance of young adulthood, the playfulness and wonder of
childhood, and the pride of old age. The next poem, set for voice and clarinet only, evokes the
emptiness of time passed alone. An old sundial and Elizabethan sonnets —images of times past—
are juxtaposed with a modern garden in the third poem, while in the fourth poem (for voice and
string quartet only) the sundial marks the passage of time as another winter comes. This leads
directly to the final poem—a coda of sorts—in which the timelessness of clocks and sundials is
jarringly contrasted with the roar of the factory, and the “modern” rhythm of the machinery itself
emerges.

Timepieces was co-commissioned by CBC Radio Music and Jason Hall, and is dedicated to the
memory of Robert M. Hall.



Timepieces
Louise Morey Bowman
(1882-1944)

|

There are three wise clocks in the house.

In a winter night I heard them striking twelve. . . .,
Answering each other,

Humanly.

The tall, ancient and beautiful clock in the hall,

In an inlaid case with the Prince of Wales' feathers,
And the quaint, painted posies in the corners of the dial,
With the painted lady above the dial

Who sits on a green bank,

Holding a white cockatoo on her hand

So gracefully,

The cold, silver notes of this Clock began. . . .

And then there broke in lustily

The hoarser, more human note of the ofher old Gr: er's Clock
On the upper landing. . . .

In its plain, massive case, with the litt 1d shi
With wee white sails,
That rocks backward and forwe

Backward. . . . forward. . . .
Charming.
The eyes of generations of S ondering children

And last came the
Of a very, very old

old ¢locks very wise and human. . . .
ndfaithtul,
Striking the hours on a winter night,
With the age-old Moon looking in at the windows.

I

In a house that is suddenly left empty,
Unlighted, alone,

Through the long mystical hours of a night
An old eightday Clock strikes. . . .
Twelve. . ..

One. ...

Two. ...

Three. . . .

Is there anything so silent. . . . lonely. . . . vast. . ..
As a Clock striking hours in a house. . . .
With no one to listen?

Is there no one to listen?

i

The Sundial is very, very old

To be counting the hours in my modern garden,
Where flowers bloom in wild riot of colour,
And modern poets read vers libre

Under the shade of a jolly young maple tree.



I think I shall plant tall, stately white phlox

All around the Sundial

Next summer.

And try to have more spaces of green, velvet turf. . . .
And perhaps buy a peacock.

For we cannot read only Elizabethan lyrics and sonnets
Beside the sundial,

And it is so aloof and so old for my modern garden,
Although, in the sunshine, so faithful. . . .

Yes, it should have a peacock!

v
The winter moonlight is streaming down

Into the sunken garden.

Yesterday I laid a vivid spray of red Autumn berries
Upon the sundial,

Over the calm old motto. . . .

‘Light and shade by turns but Love alw

Now the first snow has fallen, and thefpale moonlilght
The Sundial stands as aloof as ever on
Holding quietly a white crow
Dropped lightly upon it

From the mysterious sky that holds,the Sun and the Moon.

\%
cks and a sundial
great factory. . . .
placed for me

ar under the roar of the ocean.
How slow. . . .slow. . ..slow
The old clocks striking at midnight. . . .

In comparison

With this hurrying, rhythmical beat of these mighty engines,
Timed to the fraction of a second.

High over my head, on a brick wall

A shrill piercing gong strikes now and then rapidly. . . .
Cleaving the roar and the rhythm. . . .

I understand nothing. . . .

skock sk ok ok ok ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk

Now I shall simply write down, laboriously. . . .
As a child writes. . . .

And very reverently. . . .

GOD

SUNDIALS

CLOCKS

ENGINES

TIME AND ETERNITY.

(1922)
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