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Valeoiction
poem by Norma West Linder / music by Jeffrey Ryan

Performance Notes:

Duration ca. 5:40.

f give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stress.
Programme Notes:

As a composer who loves writing for voices, I am always oz for words that
inspire music in my imagination. When I found Norma Wes T lediction many
years ago, it immediately spoke music to me.

Linder's poem opens with its protagonist entering ardén of death, late in life, and
uses plant symbolism to tell of past pain afidyfuture p se. Tulips, a symbol of
courtship in many cultures, are closed; roses, mbol of romantic love, have vanished.
It is the birch tree, the symbol of renewal anérebisth, that reaches out in embrace.
Musically, two related gestures—a sad Ve @ forting rocking, transforming into larger,
joyous circular lines—serve as thg i ocks of this setting for a cappella choir.

felmusik Baroque Orchestra and Chamber Choir.

Valediction was commissioned
VALEDICTION (NormaWe nder)

Nursing the anei

at twilight
But tulips are closed

against me

Red roses have disappeared

into the shadows

of doubt

Only the arms of the birch tree
reach out in luminous welcome
ghostly white arms

of the birch tree

reach to encircle me

Leaves whisper silver-toned secrets
Sorrow drifts off on the wind
Starlight brings sweet benediction
World without, whirled without end

©2004 Norma West Linder. Published in Quills Winter 2004, v. I no. 1. Used with permission.
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