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Jeffrey Ryan

Two-by-Four

Instrumentation:
flute marimba solo violin
Bb clarinet viola
Bb trumpet violoncello
F horn contrabass
Performance notes:
Performance time: ca. 12 minutes.
Score in C. All pitches are notated as sounding, except for the c ch sounds one

octave lower regardless of clef.
A

r D note ends with a breath accent for winds; no bow thange f¢/ strings.

r give note a slight rhythmic and dynamic stre

Glissandi begin immediately upon soundi

Other specific performance notes, if {=c ,are given in the score.

Programme note for Two-by-Faur:

Two-by-Four is a chamber_cotiggrto for marimba soloist and eight accompanying players. The title

refers both whimsic he@rooden bars of the marimba and to the division of the ensemble
into two gro f ay rs each. It also alludes to the idea of a “two-by-four” as a foundation
in constru ethE@# music or in architecture, these building blocks provide the scaffolding
around wh rest of the work is fashioned. Here, this skeleton is represented by the high

sustained stri ound.

With a nod to Classical concerto form, TWo-by-Four is a single-movement work comprised of
three main sections, plus an introduction and two cadenzas. The opening clarinet motive
generates the basic intervallic resources for the piece, and leads into the slow introduction, which
sets in motion the subtle and gradual colour changes that develop through the whole work. The
woodwinds and brass foreshadow upcoming elements. The marimba then leads directly into the
first (unaccompanied) cadenza, which also encapsulates elements of the later sections. The
cadenza segues into the first main section—a slow movement that gradually builds in intensity
over a large arch, then subsides into the second cadenza, which is accompanied by the sustained
strings and clarinet. The cadenza is frequently interrupted by staccato outbursts from the flute,
which the marimba and clarinet eventually join. This leads into the second movement, which is a
bluesy moderato, and which proceeds directly into the finale. This concluding presto features
rapid-fire solo passages, representing the culminating transformation of the opening motive.

TWo-by-Four is dedicated to percussionist Steven Wassmansdorf, with thanks for his advice,

patience, and enthusiasm. TWo-by-Four was premiered in Cleveland, Ohio, in January 1993, with
soloist Steven Wassmansdorf, conducted by the composer.



for Steven Wassmansdorf

TwO_by_ Four JeFfrey Ryan

Chamber Concerto for Marimba
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